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Fall Semester 2006

Brief Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

Doctoral Level Independent Study
—
CSCI 7900-903

due: Tuesday, September 5, 2006; 10am on the SWIKI class website http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/phd-intro
<<Remark: browse an existing SWIKI to get familiar with this kind of course information environment>> 

1. your name: 

John Giacomoni

2. the intended topic area for your PhD:

Operating Systems, Architecture, Networking, and Public Policy (The intersection of technology and policy from a technologists point of view)

3. most important reason for you personally to get a PhD

To learn more about computer science and policy so that I can help inform the technology policy debates from either an academic position (most likely) or a governmental or non-governmental position.

4. name three computer scientist which YOU consider most important for the field and what you consider their contribution

4.1. Vannevar Bush – Memex and related concepts (technically not a computer scientist)

4.2. Turing – Turing Machine

4.3. Shannon – Information and Communication Theory

5. name the three most important, professionally relevant books which you have read

5.1. The Transparent Society – David Brin

5.2. The Limits of Privacy – Amitai Etzioni

5.3. ANSI C 2nd Edition – Kernighan and Ritchie

6. assuming you will collaborate with researchers and explore ideas outside of CS during your PhD studies — which domains are the most likely candidates for this effort

6.1. Economists……………………………………

6.2. Lawyers…………………………………….

6.3. Science and Technology Studies (STS)……………………………………..

7. briefly characterize your own digital literacy:

7.1. which programming language do you know (mention them in an order of decreasing familiarity)

C, C++, JAVA, Perl, Assembly (x86, MIPS), Scheme, FORTRAN 77, others?

7.2. describe the top three projects  (problem, programming language used, for what) which you have done in the past

1) PShm, high-rate packet manipulation in user-space (MS Thesis CU-boulder May ’06)

2) Argus PitBull - Trusted Operating System – DoD Orange Book Criteria

3) Macintosh Mosaic, NCSA

7.3. which are the top three applications that you are familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, iMovie, ….)?

vi, gcc, objdump.

8. List your three favorite topics that you would like to see discussed in this course!

8.1. What is computer science

8.2. The place of computer science research in society

8.3. What does it mean to have a PhD

8.4. Methods of PhD level research
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