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In his talk Ron Cole showed several examples of virtual characters that had been developed to interact with humans through the computer.  Their goal was to take different technologies and create characters that are so engaging that people can easily interact with them for learning and even therapy.  He showed several examples of the technologies that had been developed.  One of the major applications he demonstrated was a system called “Foundations to Literacy”.  This program is designed to help people learn how to read.  The animated character led users through exercises designed to build one’s vocabulary.  It could also read text to the user, as well as help the user read on their own.  They had plans to expand the application to help english language learners, by giving them support in their native language.  

One more application that was shown was an application called LSVTVT that gives speech treatment to people with Parkinson’s Disease (PD).  In this application an animated character led the user through a series of speech exercises, all the while providing encouraging feedback and assessment.  Significant proof was offered that the application was very effective in helping those with  PD overcome their speech disorders. I really enjoyed this talk, and found it very interesting and informative. 
