Daniel Crumly
Colloquium and Missed Assignments

Colloquium

I attended the colloquium “The Second Educational Revolution:  From Apprenticeship to Schooling to Lifelong Learning” by Allan Collins.  I found the talk engaging, both because I am interested in education and because I was a student in the public school system not so long ago.  Over the course of his talk, I found that he seemed very pessimistic of some things and very optimistic of others.  
Dr. Collins seemed overly pessimistic, even critical, of the "peer culture" of High Schools.  Now, I didn't grow up in a very high crime area, but that's not to say there weren't problems.  On the other hand, that is where I learned to deal with people I didn't want to deal with in a diplomatic fashion.  It also gave me a lot of insight into working with people in a variety of environments.

On the other hand, he seemed a bit optimistic on what to do with teenagers who did not want to go to high school.  While I think that learning centers might be a good thing, I think society would have a very difficult time dealing with those who do not want to learn.  Lacking advanced skills, I think these teens would have a hard time finding work, because it would be a great risk for an employer - who would hire someone who doesn't have the skills required and has already shown that they don't wish to learn?

Finally, I wondered about his focus on specialization.  I greatly value the breadth of knowledge I have gained in both in my undergraduate work and in the masters program.  It would seem to me that technology would encourage generalization and ability to learn new skills rather than strict specialization.  It would seem to me, then, that specialization certificates would be counter-productive to students getting the breadth of knowledge required to get a job and would also dodge teaching students to learn, even if they don't necessarily like the subject matter.

In the end, I was left with a lot of questions that would make me doubt his proposed solutions.  He made some very good proposals in my opinion, though I wonder about the realizations of these proposals.

Missed Classes and Assignments
I have not missed any classes.  The only assignment I have missed is Assignment 6: “Globalization and Offshoring of Software”.  I missed this assignment only because I forgot to check the assignment page the week prior.  I finally checked it Tuesday afternoon and read the article before class on Wednesday.
