Ben Robinson

Missed Assignments/Classes

Nov. 29

I missed the first two sessions of class due to some scheduling confusion.  (I was not enrolled until after the second Wednesday of class.)  Then I missed one a couple of sessions later because I was out of town.  Then I missed one more sometime in the middle of the semester due to the fact that I was very sick that week.

For much of the first half of the semester I did not understand that assignments were due the day before class, so I only made an effort to get them in before the start of class on Wednesday.  Afterwards, I still turned in one or two assignments a few hours late.  (Although never when they were questions for guest speakers.)

Finally, the big one was missing our second evening session on Monday, Nov. 27.  All through Thanksgiving I was reading papers on different topics and trying to decide which topic to do, and for some reason I was under the mistaken impression that our second session would be on Wednesday.  When I looked on the swiki to check if any additional assignments were posted over break, I saw the one due Tuesday of the same week, which only reconfirmed my impression.  The assignment due Tuesday involved re-reading the paper on how to give a good research talk, which seemed like a prerequisite for our proposed thesis presentations.

Then, when I got onto the swiki Monday night to post my homework for Tuesday, I saw the announcement that the evening session was tonight!  By then it was already 8:40, but I rushed to school anyway to try to catch the remaining presentations and still present something myself, although I was not sure what.

I feel sincere regret that I was not able to be there for many of my fellow students’ presentations, and that I was not able to communicate my interests to them, as doing so would have potentially been a good networking opportunity for me.  Alas, I must content myself with reading their proposed thesis summaries and hoping they will read mine.
