by Peng Shao
How to give a good research talk
Mike’s comments: I wholeheartedly agree with giving examples. Most of the times, giving a PhD-level research talk involves using detailed terminology, algorithms, and/or theory. Earlier this year, I had trouble following Prof Charles H. Anderson’s colloquium because he went into depth about unfamiliar topics to me – signal reconstruction, neuronal vectors, tuning curves – with the assumption that the broad-spectrum audience would just “get it”. I’m pretty sure that I would have been more attentive had he used examples to illustrate the concepts.

Gerhard’s advice for PhD students
Mike’s comments: Wow. This is a keeper. I can’t believe this is not required reading for all incoming PhD students. There is a balance to be struck: I understand that attaining a PhD is not a formulaic process in that everybody’s story and motivation is likely to be different. However, there is also common ground: such as completing required coursework, passing prelim exams, and meeting PhD thesis milestones. In this paper there are terrific reminders for times when I may get lost, “what all goes into a PhD proposal?” or “what roles should my advisor play?” Great paper.
Online resource: it’s the Wiki at SRI where a lot of communication between our project group here at CU and the company SRI (with which we work) happens.
