Daniel Crumly
Assignment 9 – Resources for PhD

How to Give a Good Research Talk
I found that section 3, “Visual Aids” was very useful – though not because I agreed with everything.  In particular, I found some of the comments somewhat dated, but still partially applicable.  First, in talking about handwritten slides, I agree that it makes the presentation more mutable, it is usually more time consuming these days than putting together a power point presentation (I know, I can type faster than I can write neatly).  In slide preparation, I found that I very much agree, however.  I’ve found (from my own experience) that preparing slides too early tends to make my talks somewhat discordant because I was thinking two totally different things in writing two neighboring slides.  However, I usually give myself more time than just the night before – it ensures that I get what I want on there and have time to look at it at least once before the talk.
Gerhard’s Advice for PhD Students

I found this document to be a very brief and high-level overview of the PhD process, and appropriately so.  It seems that as diverse as a PhD program can be, any more particular advice would begin to lose applicability.  That being said, for me, it lacked those details that may become more important as my PhD career progresses.  It did, however, get me thinking about the questions I may need to ask, which is almost as important as answering them now.
Most Important Online Resource
http://scholar.google.com
As far as resources go, Google Scholar has helped me find more resources related to my research than any other.  This is not to downplay the places it has lead me (such as the CU library, ACM digital Library, etc.), but it certainly helps in finding references and related works.
