I totally agree with the statement, “Some people hide most of their slide under a piece of paper, revealing it line by line, …, which we find a very irritating habit.” I think it is kind of distracting action and very likely that the speaker either press too fast or elaborate ahead the hidden points. In either case, the speaker is failed to attract users’ attention on the content instead of his action. In worst case, when the speaker intends to switch to previous slide, he has no clue how to get there, but by keeping pressing on the key until the slide. 
I personally think that a good proposal should provide clear and concise direction of the study. By clear means it includes the proper procedures and methodology to get the problem solved. It might include a clue and description how to get enough narrow to the topic. This is because proposal is a way to tell the reader what the general direction of the study. 

Currently, IEEE Xplore is my primary online resources to get access to papers I want. It collection is huge and cover most if my study area.
