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The academic system, which we are a part of and being schooled in, is rich with years of history and tradition.  Only in the past few years have we truly had the capability to collaborate and use "new media" to work remotely with others.  Along those lines, it is no surprise that the current educational system does not reflect these drastic and recent changes.  I really enjoyed the fact that the article is trying to bring these things to light.  It makes sense to think about how our educational system reflects the world that it is supposed to prepare students for.  I applaud the idea that education needs to change - that students need to move toward a less passive mode in which they take responsibility for their education.

As we have discussed before in class, and as is spoken about in the article, most undergraduate programs are too focused on the student being taught (note passive wording is intended), so then the PhD becomes a transition time for people to learn how to learn.  in that vein, I see a problem with the approach the article puts forth.  Namely, one cannot teach collaboration - its like teaching passion, just something that is innate in someone's personality.  I do not mean to be so draconian, as there are ways around this problem.  Instead of teaching means to collaborate, graduate research should focus on actual collaboration, wherein students from the same community (research based community, not institution based) actively work together on research projects.  

Secondly, and more importantly, researchers the field that studied collaboration need to move to a more quantitative methodology for evaluating the effectiveness of collaboration methods.  I spent a summer at Xerox PARC, specifically the User Interface Group.  I noticed a general trend in the research.  Methodologies that were based upon ethnographic studies of a  few people, historically were used to evaluate the effectiveness off a collaboration environment.  However, in the past two or so years, a large number of methodologies were developed that were more quantitatively based - and in fact my summer project was just that, a methodology to evaluate the effectiveness of a social tagging system.

This kind of research is something that I feel the paper is lacking.  Teaching people to be collaborative is a hard thing to do.   Like all things in graduate education, a professor, or the educational system can only show the student the door.  If the world at large is truly begging for collaborative skills, its up to the student to incorporate this into their research.

