Trans-disciplinary Graduate Education


The proposal reevaluates within a concrete framework society’s deeply rooted notion of ‘education of a human being’. I shall pick on the lifelong learning aspect – while this concept has existed in various forms ranging from ‘evening vocational schools’ to ‘continuing education’ – it has traditionally been restricted to fit the context of adult learners returning to educational settings for retraining, advanced training or possibly just beginning their higher education. The rise of lifelong learning in a broader setting is directly tied to the rise of knowledge and innovation age. Continuous learning is now vital to being productive – traditional industries which catered to employees performing routine functions do not exist and the industry is forced to turn to applicant pools of mainly new graduates as the primary source of new skills and knowledge. The paper points out that this is due to the fact that the current model of graduate/higher education does not acknowledge the real-world emphasis on lifelong learning. Students out with a degree are unable to make the ‘big-switch’ and see the relevant connections outside of their debug shell.  

I don’t so much disagree with this particular point – but I will comment that ‘new-media’/ ‘new learning environments’ should be left out of this paper. It is a scary thought – but my mom’s surfing the inter-webs buying stuff off amazon – so whether you formally encourage ‘new-media’ or not its bound to crawl in and find a place in education as long as it works. I personally abhor powerpoint or anything other than the professor moving, sliding or talking when I am in a lecture. 

