Betty Eskow – Assignment 7 – Transdisciplinary Graduate Education

I realize that the  concept of  “Lifelong Learning’ has been around for some time, but this is my first real exposure to it. I think it has relevance at all levels of education. If we could  find ways to motivate  our youth to take responsibility for their own learning,  the educational system could drastically change its methodologies. At the graduate and undergraduate level, the idea that learning requires “the ability and motivation to intentionally influence one’s functioning and life circumstances” is lofty, but could result in better ways to deal with the problems of outsourcing and globalization that we discussed last week.

In conjunction with encouraging transdisciplinary  scholarship, this  could provide a framework for educating students to be more effective participants in society.

The only concept I might disagree with in the presentation of this information is the idea that in order to repackage traditional pedogogies we must encourage students to become involved in current “social” issues. I believe that transdisciplinary study should involve an unresolved current issue of  interest , but this issue may not be related to social problems. Perhaps the generalization is that any problem of interest could be related to societal  problems such as  health, environmental, economic etc, and therefore is a “social” problem in some respect.

