Daniel Crumly
Assignment 7 – Transdisciplinary Graduate Education
The topic I found most interesting was on Distributed Intelligence.  Not because this idea is foreign to me, rather because (in particular) conceptual distance is very familiar to me.  I often have a bipolar look at many problems – both as a mathematician and as a computer scientist.  So, it always surprises me when someone can take completely different view at a problem (as a physicist or a psychologist) and I find the interaction very rewarding.
I found myself disagreeing with, however, was that transdisciplinary graduate collaborations are inherently difficult and that to perform such tasks adequately, that entire curricula need to be redesigned around the technologies that are now available.  I found myself wondering if much more could be accomplished by implicit interactions and out-of-classroom community building than with explicit work related to building said structures.
