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Assignment 7

The idea I found most interesting was that of distributed intelligence.  The argument that most useful discoveries are the product of the work of many different minds makes sense to me, and as a result it makes sense to encourage collaboratory behavior in research.  The authors mention several methods by which to accomplish this, and I think almost all of them are reasonable.  The main one seems to be the encouragement of graduate students to think about ways to develop their socio-technological environment, a general term including both the technological and the non-technological media through which they interact with their community.  Other methods include providing them with new types of media for interacting and restructuring the curriculum to include more hands-on learning.  

Perhaps the one method that I did not think would be so useful was getting every grad student involved in the creation of new media.  I think that there is a type of person, with a great depth of knowledge and very strong teaching/interacting skills, for whom the media provided by others are sufficient, and spending extra time developing new media may take time away from the sharing of the knowledge that particular individual specializes in.  Essentially, this is just the old idea that society will benefit if everyone does what he or she is best at … so if you are an expert at using the current media at your disposal for communicating ideas, then you should be out using them instead of brainstorming new ones.  Unfortunately, following this principle would leave us in the seemingly non-ideal situation that those who might have the most to contribute to the development of new media might be better served spending their time elsewhere, leaving the task to others who maybe know less about human-human interaction.

