Abhishek Jaiantilal
Assignment 7:

Boundary Objects
I find this a very important thing. The reason for this is one project that I was previously involved in. There were about 20 undergraduates and 3-4 graduates working on a complicated project as it involved no active-professor participation, had a big budget (about $200,000) and it was more or less personal involvement ( people weren’t paid and the only thing gained was knowledge. The project was designing an Autonomous car for Darpa Grandchallenge competition (http://grandchallenge.njit.edu)

Problem was each person was responsible for what he/she liked most. Now that might be totally different from what one knows best, and that created problems. The project lead had a hard time assigning jobs to do as they were vast and covered many areas from motor hardware to software designing. It usually took us a semester before we could better know the skills of a person. 

After many iterations of various ways to figure who was best in what? The core technical development emerged only from a select 2-3 people and other people were assigned work by them. Also it was made a rule to make sure that the software developed for say ‘drive by wire’ handling of the car involved atleast a person from the controls sub-team. There were core members who were best (or almost the best) in some fields like me in hardware and programming; a friend of mine in controls and programming and so on. Such core members controlled and monitored the solution development on their own scale with just enough overlapping.
Disagreement:

I don’t have a disagreement of such. But I guess choice of transdisciplinary activities can also be a personal choice. I personally find it easier to learn about other subjects on taking and reading a book in the subject and reading the most important contributions (in papers and books) rather than taking a class or collaborating and talking with others. Many times school doesn’t have those classes or those research groups. So I have most of the time resorted to a depth literary survey that transdisciplinary activities. This has worked for me in the past so the idea of different ways of transdisciplinary activities is a hard thing for me to buy when it comes to learning at a personal level.
