Jeff Fifield

Assignment 6

The globalization of research

This section does not address commercially funded research.  There are, however, some important differences when compared to other aspects of the computing industry that should have been discussed.  For example, companies are unlikely to outsource pure research like they would other parts of their company.  They may expand by opening new labs in other countries, but it seems unlikely that they would fire productive researchers to hire cheaper researchers in another place.  It also seems unlikely that the job of the academic researcher is in much danger in this country.  Universities generally think it is important to support research.  If fewer scientists are attracted to US institutions as a result of globablization and universities continue to expand, it may be the case that there are more jobs for US born academics.  Finally, the authors touch on an important point that the dominance of the computing industry in developed nations, particularly in the US, is the result of government funded research.  Such funding must continue and increase to ensure competitive universities and businesses.

My perspective

As a US citizen, of course I would like my country to continue to be dominant in the computing industry.  I think that globalization of the industry and offshoring are inevitable and should be viewed as an opportunity for continued leadership.  As a country we have never had a problem exploiting other nations for our own gain and the situation should be different here.  As the technical proficiency of other nations increases we should use their skills and increase the proficiency of our own workers.

Article

http://www.spectrum.ieee.org/feb06/2814
This talks about the decline of funding from DARPA for basic research in computer science.  The main point of the article is that large scale long term high risk projects are becoming harder to fund at universities.  NSF has become the major source of funding of computer science research at universities but the awards given by NSF are much smaller in dollar value and scope.  This is a problem given increased global competition.

