Ben Robinson

Clever and EDC short response


My impression of the Cognitive Levers project is that it is a compassionate and innovative project with a lot of potential for improving the lives of people with disabilities.  Or even people like myself who are just very forgetful.  By keeping an inventory of all the things a person needs to remember to complete most major day-to-day tasks, the program called MAPS can free many people with disabilities from practical concerns, allowing them to let loose and enjoy themselves a little more.  Not to mention, their parents can experience the same effect, since their parents can often program their Memory Assisting Prompting System once and forget about it.  And if they do suddenly worry that their child might be lost or in trouble, they can check the Lifeline remote monitoring system.  Seems like a good idea to me.


As for the Envisionment and Discovery Collaboratory, I am not sure I understand how a group of people would use it.  It seems like what it is best for is designing community projects, meaning that a large number of people would be providing feedback to one main server.  But by emphasizing the touch-sensitive features of the main program, the web simulation seems to indicate that the people working on the project would have to convene at one main location.  While, I can see that a touch-sensitive computer is not needed for projects such as designing bus routes, I didn’t understand why the simulation was so focused on the touch-sensitive features.  This objection aside, the EDC seems to be a good interface for community and other projects because it promotes factual information and sharing of opinions.

