Jim Martin
Questions:
PhD program environment - now compared to when you graduated.

- informal / formal
- advisor-student relationship

- requirements

PhD program environment – CU compared to Berkeley. 
- course tedium

- Colorado…skiing…
Jim seems to be rather popular with the 7900 population – since I am late with my assignment and have had the luxury of glossing over other submissions – I have listed questions that haven’t already been addressed.

The atmosphere in the CS department has always been informal – and not much has changed since. Much has changed though in terms of what it takes to be well positioned when you graduate with a degree. Graduate students in the CS department did not react well to the applicants in the faculty interview pool last semester – especially their publication track. In contrast – 2-3 papers at a reputed conference/journal was sufficient to warrant an interview in the least at Universities. The norm now is about 10 conference papers and a few journal articles. 

The general atmosphere at CU is casual and relaxed – if that works for you. The courses + coverage is a bit much at CU – sometimes restricting research progress. There is a lot more emphasis or pressure on the publication front at other universities compared to CU – from the department at a whole. 

