Interview with Professor Michael C. Mozer

Hadjar Homaei
Prof. Mozer is my advisor and I am currently doing research with him, but I don’t have an RA yet because the project we are working on is still in proposal stage. I chose to interview with Prof. Mozer because he knows about my special interests and background. For example he advised me to deemphasize teaching because it will take up a lot of my time.
I summarized our talk about the Prof. Mozer’s overall ideas on my PhD studies and his objectives as my Advisor and related subjects, below.
٭٭٭
In any field, a superior PhD. student dives into the literature and reads, reads, reads.  In CS/AI/CogSci, I have 40 yr of catching up to do, But Objectives of a PhD student should depend on where she thinks she’s going.  If you want an academic career, then Research is all that matters.  What sort of job interviews you get will depend on your publication record -- both breadth and depth and whether you've found an important niche.
A good PhD. dissertation is 2-3 substantial journal papers worth of contribution.  In fact, some universities have a rule that if you have 3 journal publications, you can just bind them together and call that, your PhD. In our area, my work would ideally make contact with the experimental literature, but I don't have to have experiments and computer simulation would be sufficient. The sufficient size of the work would be the sort of thing that takes you two years to piece together.
I can easily see our current project as leading to a PhD. topic, but Professor Mozer doesn’t recommend that. I think it has enough interesting directions to go in, I’m sure it could be expanded.  But he recommended that we work on one project for the first couple of years, and then shift to a different project for the PhD.  The reason is that it is good to get experience in a couple of research areas.  Having publications in two or more distinct areas is a plus job wise.
Unfortunately, the main thing that makes CU different from other schools is that Colorado is a nice place to live, so it's easy to get distracted from your studies.
Meanwhile what does CU have to offer me specifically because of my research path is a very strong Cognitive science group.  It’s not huge, by UCSD standards, but every person in the group is really good.   And, unlike a lot of schools, they do communicate amongst one another.  If, for example, I ended up doing a language related thesis, then we would get Lise Menn or Al Kim or Jim Martin on board to co-supervise your thesis.  (They are, respectively, a linguist, a psychologist, and a computational linguist.)
