Assad Jarrahian.

Interview with Bill Waite (this has been an ongoing conversation about getting a PhD in Computer Science at CU).

Questions were of the following:

What does it mean to get a PhD?

How does one go about getting it?

What is the role of the Advisor and the student?

The number one thing a PhD stands for is “original contribution to the field”. That is its main objective. Along the way you will be disciplined into doing independent research, writing proposals, investigating new opportunities both in funding and in science. 

The idea is that your advisor is initially your main knowledge source and mentor. As you gain a better understanding for his (and your field), you pick a topic within that field and then become an expert in it. So much so that you will be actually teaching your advisor new things. At this point your advisor will play a passive role as your mentor. Guiding you in making “some” of the decisions.

In a way, your advisor’s goal is actually to clone a very close variant of himself/herself in you. There is no doubt that you will possibly end up looking at science and other relevant things (such as education) as your advisor looks at them.

Now to understand what it means to get a PhD in Computer Science. This is a though one since CS encompasses so many tangents. If one were to build a “system” of such sort, it is important to make sure that one contributes to CS and not to the tangent field that the system was built for (if its NLP, make sure that there is a contribution to other scientists in the field of NLP and not (only), lets say the users of such a system.) 

