Assignment 4 — Interview with Faculty Members

Abhishek Jaiantilal

Interviewed: Dr.Mike Mozer, he is currently guiding me on a small project on Mathematical analysis of Linear programming and applications to Machine Learning.

This is what I discussed with Dr.Mike Mozer. 

Initially I forgot what the question for the class was so I first asked:


What is it to be a PhD student in CS at CU?

He was not sure about a good answer ( I guess that was because I framed it too much on CU, rather generalizing from PhD in General to PhD in CU, anyways back to the story…). He gave me an example of his own PhD time at UCSD. In those pre-internet, people were always huddled in the Labs and worked. There was much view exchange as most people met face to face. Most idea exchange between a PhD student and advisor happened in person. In this internet era, this is a difficult task as most people prefer working from home or alone. So he is trying different ways to achieve such goals, namely wikis for projects and updates to the projects made on the wikis. This way research can be known between individuals of both the same groups and to the outside world.

He did ask me again whether this answered the question. Then I did remember the question that was asked:

What is it to be a PhD student in general?

 
For a graduate student especially at the level of PhD its utmost important to be fully associated with research as much as possible. It’s a much better option to be directly involved with research from the first semester itself. Not big, but Students should do small projects at first that will help them decide their interests. By the way, it always helps to have a master's degree. 

So do those mini-projects need to be in something in a field of interest? It doesn’t make that much of a difference. Doing such small projects help in both broadening knowledge and helps get a feel of what PhD research is about. 

 

