Doctoral Level Independent Study – CSCI 7900-903


Assignment 2 —
Don Norman Article "In Defense of Cheating”

Yingdan Huang
1. Write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article?
It is over-emphasized individual work and inappropriate grading system that cause cheating. Internally, cheating behavior means collaborative work desired by the real world. School systems should focus on cooperation instead of competition and adopt mastery assessment of a student’s accomplishments. Cheating will naturally diminish by changing these practices.

2. What is the message of this article for your career as a PhD student?
I am not sure what message I can get from this article for my PhD. 
It is not hard to say something like “As a PhD student, I should know the importance of collaborative work”. But I learn this not from this article. On the contrary, because of the author’s overstatement, this article reminds me of all bad experience of group projects in school. I think both individual work and collaborative work are equally important. Which one weighs more really depends.
Even though I hate grading on the curve, I am not sure about the new ways of grading in the article will work better. For example, grade on a “Pass” basis and only use “Pass” doesn’t encourage students to explore more on issues. 
I’ve read “Emotional Design: Why we love (or hate) everyday things” – a book from the same author. I feel he is very good at finding interesting topics. But similar to this article, there are lots of overstatements in that book. I wonder if it is because these are not academic publications. I hope when I read more, I would be able to make better comments. 


3. Define the boundaries between “cheating” and “collaboration”?
When there is intentional and factual contribution, it is “collaboration”. “Cheating” is to use others’ work without resource citation. 

4. Find one article related to the theme of Norman’s article 
”Cheating Themselves”, Miriam Schulman, Issues in Ethics – V. 9, N. 1 Winter 1998
http://www.scu.edu/ethics/publications/iie/v9n1/cheating.html




5. Describe the process that you chose to find such an article

Search with Google using keywords “cheating, collaboration”.
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