Assignment #2

John Giacomoni

1. write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article?

This essay attempts to make an argument for using different criteria in the educational system in an effort to, “train curiosity, self-reliance, cooperative skills, and knowledge of how to learn on [one’s] own, knowledge that will be of value for the 2/3 of their lives that remain after the completion of formal schooling.”  With this I have to agree one hundred percent.  However, I take issue with the tone of the article and most of the replacement methods suggested.  Clearly there is an issue with schooling that lets one not learn material just to keep pace with time.  The issue I have is that the article focuses on “cheating” also known as collaborative work and sharing in the author’s mind and the dismissal of individual learning.  The big problem with focusing on collaboration as an end product of education is that one then lives in ignorance of society and the world.  It takes a certain amount of knowledge to be able to accurately synthesize multiple sources of information into a coherent whole.  I would say that the state of the education system is a reflection on society’s desire to push all aspects of education onto a system that was not designed for such.  Learning to collaborate is a life skill that should be learned along with learning to play in a sandbox.  There is a time for collaboration and a time for individual effort, both need to exist simultaneously.

2. what is the message of this article for your career as a PhD student?

The message at the end is clearly related to one’s development as a PhD student.  One must have all of the skills listed at the end in order to produce a solid dissertation.  Without any single element the dissertation weakens.  One must be curious and driven to learn new things about the world in order to contribute to science.  One must also be self-reliant because at the end of the process you will know more than just about anyone in the world about the subject of your dissertation.  Finally, without cooperative skills it is unlikely that one will be able to learn from others and get useful information that will contribute to the dissertation.

3. define the boundaries between “cheating” and “collaboration”?

The bounds seem fairly clear to me, in a learning exercise cheating is an act that gets one to the end goal without learning, collaboration on the other hand involves mutual sharing and growth.

4. find one article related to the theme of Norman’s article 

I actually can think of two articles to contribute off the top of my head.  First is an article from the Washington Post discussing a high school that is about to use a service called “turnitin.com.”  This service is one in which student essays will be contributed into a central database which will be used to check for cheating.  The article describes that the effect of this is to make people feel guilty which is not a useful emotion in the learning process. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/21/AR2006092101800.html
The other I will briefly mention is Ivan Illich’s essay titled, “Deschooling Society,” in which he argues for the elimination of schools all together and the learning purely by experience and collaboration.
5. describe the process that you chose to find such an article

The Washington Post article I gathered from the news blog Slashdot.org.  The idea is to individually keep track of information flows and the key points so I can find them later when necessary.  In this case I didn’t even read the information block in the blog, just the title, but I remembered it had gone by a few days ago so I was able to find it quickly.  The other example was brought to my attention in my Science, Technology, and Society class where we read it and discussed it.
