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Assignment 2 – Don Norman Article

1. Don Norman’s article, “In the Defense of Cheating”, talks about the state of the education system today, and how it strongly discourages and penalizes cheating. Yet in the real world, the behavior labeled as cheating in the educational system is encouraged.  He goes on to suggest a restructuring of the education system, where students master a set of skills and are encouraged to cooperate with their classmates rather than compete with them. He believes that this restructured system would naturally eliminate cheating.
2. The message I take away from this article for my PhD Career is the importance of learning how to learn.  If we are only concerned about “making the grade” it is easier to justify cheating behavior.  In the end if we cheat, we are not learning, and we are only cheating ourselves.
3. I think the key difference between cheating and collaboration is that cheating offers no value-added to the final product.  When people collaborate they all come to the table with things they can add to the relationship.  They then co-construct a final product.  Cheating is not a cooperative process; it involves taking another’s work and falsely claiming it for one’s own.
4. “Essay copying is ‘self-teaching’”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/3598161.stm
5. I entered the original article name in Google, “In the Defense of Cheating”.  On the first link that showed up I clicked the “Find Similar Pages” link.   The article I found above was the first article listed on the “Similar pages” page.
