Daniel Crumly

Assignment 1 – Bill Joy article

1.
The goal of this article was to warn about possibilities future technologies.  It is a warning in the sense that the author was looking primarily at the negative possible effects that may not have been considered as deeply and was needed by the technocratic society.  He points that new technologies (and to some extent, ideas), require very few resources to turn from the productive commercial uses to more destructive uses.
2.1.
I tend to agree that some new technologies can be easily turned to ill.  Computer viruses, as a case in point, make it easy to agree with.  The point that certain technologies, such as self-replicating machines, make this an even bigger problem as we look at how such “virii” could very easily, and very detrimentally affect the physical plane (rather than just the computer world).

2.2.
On the other hand, I tend to disagree with his dystopic views.  His “fire and brimstone” at some points seemed a bit far-fetched, even though I could relate to his fears.

3.1.
Individually, I think people should reflect on the questions raised in this article.  Especially those that are so deep into their own research that they neglect the social aspects that may come from it.

3.2
On a societal basis, I think our reactions needn’t be as restrictive as he suggests.  I am of the opinion that personal responsibility goes a long way, and if those of us in the field are exercising this personal responsibility – and responsibility for our research, I’m not sure that we need explicit societal sanctions against certain lines of thought.

4.
I tend to think of myself as very much a moderate in this realm.  On one hand, I look to the future with some excitement.  There are a great many things we have yet to learn, and the more I look into possibilities, the more I think of what new and interesting techniques we may yet find.  On the other hand, I don’t look at this future with awe.  I expect that it will come the same way the present came – one novel idea at a time, building on the shoulders of giants.  I don’t see dramatic dystopias or utopias, just a different world, with it’s own set of problems, challenges, and joys.
