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1. Write a one paragraph summary statement about the article characterizing the main message of the article?


Bill Joy's article, “Why the Future Doesn't Need Us” presents a somewhat disturbing view of the current state of technology and its potentially grim impact upon the well-being of humanity. According to Joy, human technological achievement is approaching the threshold of a new type of development that is fundamentally different from any such advance in the past. The upcoming technological breakthroughs, namely genetics, nanotechnology, and robotics (GNR), possess the unique feature of self-replication, making them possibly more destructive than previous technologies such as nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons.  As a self-proclaimed technologist, Joy is uneasy about his observation, but hopes that society can engage the new ethical dilemmas created by the advent of the GNR technologies through a collaborative dialogue in order to determine how to responsibly integrate these new technologies into human life without sacrificing any of the characteristic features of what it means to be human.

2. With which arguments (focused on predicting future developments) do you 


2.1. Agree


While I have always regarded technological and scientific advancement as a vehicle of human progress, many of Joy's arguments are difficult to dismiss. Clearly, advances in genetic engineering, nanotechnology, and robotics have the potential to profoundly effect not only our lives, but the future of human evolution. As we begin to employ gene-based medicines or even human cloning, we begin to significantly manipulate the course of human evolution, with unknown consequences. Similarly, advanced robots offer the ability to enhance the quality of our lives by performing the more menial tasks in our lives, but at what point to we become so dependent upon our technological creations to care for us that we can no longer care for ourselves? I would argue that humanity has already entered such a state with our (over-)reliance upon automobiles, computers, the Internet, etc. 

2.2 Disagree


Joy argues that the technological threshold over which we are about to plunge is fundamentally different from any previous technological explosion in human history. He predicts that the growth of the GNR industries will fundamentally alter the course of human evolution in a potentially negative way. However, Joy seems to lack faith in humankind to approach these revolutionary technologies with an ethical compass. I believe that when facing these new technologies, humanity can have the appropriate dialogue that he suggests and determine the appropriate development without compromising our identities as individuals and as a society.

3. How should we react to this article?


As individuals, Joy presents an intriguing and, arguably underrepresented opinion regarding the future of technological change and its effect upon the course of human development. In a world where we see tangible evidence of Moore's Law all around us, it is unnerving that one might propose that this technological explosion might serve some negative end. However, it is imperative that we recognize the observations that Joy makes and consider how we might proceed into this new frontier of discovery without compromising our ethical standards. As a society, it is important to establish an ongoing dialogue with respect to the effect of our technologies on our development as a responsible society.

4. Would you consider yourself a techno-utopist/techno-pessimist?


With regard to the effect that technology can have upon the course of human development, I am an eternal optimist. Technology is the end result of human cooperation, ingenuity, and resourcefulness that always strives for application toward the greater good of humankind.  As moral agents, humans must remain mindful of the potential dangers that may lurk without our own creations (many of which Joy elucidated), but I am  hopeful that our technological creations will continue to grow in proportion to our ethical awareness. As we continue to evolve as a species, our future world will be one of continual prosperity as we solve significant problems through our desire to invent and explore.

