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Assignment 1 – Bill Joy Article

1. Bill Joy’s article, “Why the Future Doesn’t Need Us”, offers a thoughtful analysis about where technology may lead us.   Specifically, he considers several technological areas --robotics, genetic engineering, and nanotech – and how their advancement may ultimately lead to the extinction of man.  If one is doubtful that such an event will ever occur, he uses the invention of the atomic bomb as a specific example of a technology that has already been used to cause mass destruction.  Though the tone of Joy’s article appears to be pessimistic, and at times paranoid, his final statements do not end with a call to terminate all technological development, but rather a call for us to think carefully about the moral and ethical dilemmas that new technologies present, and take action where appropriate.
2.1. I agree with Joy, in that some of the new technologies being created make me nervous.  It is a little frightening to think of computers that are capable of human thought; the possibilities seem limitless.  Unfortunately, it seems that when we imagine computers thinking on their own we automatically have bad images of the worst case scenario implanted in our minds by the media.  Whether computers may take over the world and eliminate mankind, it is hard to tell, there are too many factors involved, but I certainly agree that great care and consideration should be taken before creating such “thinking” computers.
 I also agree with what Joy has to say about the responsibility that we own as humans to stand up for the ethical issues we believe in, and to put in place systems and organizations to prevent large scale disasters that may be caused by new technologies.  

2.2. I disagree with the negative view that our technology will destroy us.  While many of the disaster scenarios discussed are certainly possible, I have faith (and maybe I am naïve in this) that humankind will recognize these scenarios before they occur and find ways to avoid them.  

3.1. On an individual basis, I believe we should react to this article by taking more careful consideration for our own actions and conduct.  We should strive to understand the implications of the research and development we take part in, and voice our concerns.  It is also important that we vote and participate in organizations which we believe in.
3.2. On a societal basis, I think it is important for us to be aware of what technological advances are occurring in our society.  It is important that we, as a society, choose leaders who understand the implications of the technological advances, and will make thoughtful decisions when supporting or not supporting them.  We must also put in failsafe checks to ensure that the potentially disastrous results of new technologies cannot occur.
4.  I believe I am a techno-utopist.  The past is certainly a valuable asset from which we can learn and not repeat the same mistakes, but it is really the future where my hopes lie.  I am optimistic that the future holds bright new possibilities and that we will be intelligent in our development of technology.  We will learn to utilize the good that comes from new technologies, while suppressing the bad.
