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Fall Semester 2006

Brief Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

Doctoral Level Independent Study
—
CSCI 7900-903

due: Tuesday, September 5, 2006; 10am on the SWIKI class website http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/phd-intro
<<Remark: browse an existing SWIKI to get familiar with this kind of course information environment>> 

1. your name: 

Karie Shipley


2. the intended topic area for your PhD:

Natural Language Processing.

3. most important reason for you personally to get a PhD

I would like to be a CS researcher, and possibly an instructor (I want some teaching experience to see how I do.)  I also want to learn how academic research is done, as well as writing papers and grant proposals, doing presentations, and attending conferences.  Most of all, I want the opportunity to learn more about many kinds of things and take more language and linguistics courses.
4. name three computer scientists which YOU consider most important for the field and what you consider their contribution

4.1. Alan Turing (pioneer in computer science theory, computability and cryptography)
4.2. Admiral Grace Murray Hopper (invented compilers, found the first computer “bug”)
4.3. Donald Knuth (Algorithm analysis and a wide variety of other contributions)
5. name the three most important, professionally relevant books which you have read

5.1. Speech and Language Processing – Jurafsky & Martin
5.2. Unix Power Tools – various contributors

5.3. The Elements of Style – Strunk & White

6. assuming you will collaborate with researchers and explore ideas outside of CS during your PhD studies — which domains are the most likely candidates for this effort

6.1. Linguistics
6.2. Cognitive Science
6.3. Biomedical/Bioinformatics
7. briefly characterize your own digital literacy:

7.1. which programming languages do you know (mention them in an order of decreasing familiarity)

Perl, C++, C, Java, Python, IDL, Matlab, UNIX shells (csh & sh), LISP
7.2. describe the top three projects  (problem, programming language used, for what) which you have done in the past

1) Programming a satellite instrument prototype user interface board (in C/C++, HTML and Javascript running on a µCOS platform with included webserver)
2) A Java applet to provide a graphical user interface for tech support staff to use in accessing and testing customer’s phone switches (professional team project)
3) A Perl & Lex/YACC solution for determining the data structure elements of the memory dump for a particular version of phone switch software by parsing C/C++ code and preprocessor macros to extract useful information (professional prototype)

7.3. which are the top three applications that you are familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, iMovie, ….)?

Firefox, Notepad, Terminal
8. List your three favorite topics that you would like to see discussed in this course!

8.1. How to publish research papers
8.2. What kinds of things can you do with a PhD in computer science?
8.3. What kind of funding sources (scholarships, fellowships) are available, especially for new PhDs who already have several years of graduate school
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