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Fall Semester 2006

Brief Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

Doctoral Level Independent Study
—
CSCI 7900-903

due: Tuesday, September 5, 2006; 10am on the SWIKI class website http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/phd-intro
<<Remark: browse an existing SWIKI to get familiar with this kind of course information environment>> 

1. your name: 

Assad Jarrahian


2. the intended topic area for your PhD:

Natural Language Processing.

3. most important reason for you personally to get a PhD

Would like to teach at a liberal arts college (need the credentials + need to learn a lot more about how to learn/research etc)

4. name three computer scientist which YOU consider most important for the field and what you consider their contribution

4.1. David A Huffman (Big impacts can be Short and sweet …simple things work well)

4.2. William Waite (Computer Science education)

4.3. Grace Murray Hopper (invented the compiler)

5. name the three most important, professionally relevant books which you have read

5.1. Geometry and Meaning –Dominic Widdows

5.2. Speech and language processing. –Martin & Jurafski

5.3. Data Mining - by Jiawei Han, Micheline Kamber
6. assuming you will collaborate with researchers and explore ideas outside of CS during your PhD studies — which domains are the most likely candidates for this effort

6.1. Linguistics……………………………………

6.2. Electrical Engineers…………………………………….

6.3. Statiticians……………………………………..

7. briefly characterize your own digital literacy:

7.1. which programming language do you know (mention them in an order of decreasing familiarity)

C++, Java, python, C, pascal

7.2. describe the top three projects  (problem, programming language used, for what) which you have done in the past

1) Mobille application and server side application for tracking mobile phones, multiple languages, startup company

2) Building a speech based mobile (car) entertainment unit, multiple languages, startup company

3) Building a datamining toolkit, c++, undergraduate research.

7.3. which are the top three applications that you are familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, iMovie, ….)?

Word, Eclipse, Firefox.

8. List your three favorite topics that you would like to see discussed in this course!

8.1. What makes a computer scientist?

8.2. How does one create knowledge (and impart it)

8.3. Preventing the pitfalls related to the PhD
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