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Fall Semester 2006

Brief Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

Doctoral Level Independent Study
—
CSCI 7900-903

due: Tuesday, September 5, 2006; 10am on the SWIKI class website http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/phd-intro
<<Remark: browse an existing SWIKI to get familiar with this kind of course information environment>> 

1. your name: 

Praful Mangalath


2. the intended topic area for your PhD:

NLP/ML
3. most important reason for you personally to get a PhD

"You must unlearn what you have learned. Once you start down the dark path, forever will it dominate your destiny, consume you it will..."
-yoda
4. name three computer scientist which YOU consider most important for the field and what you consider their contribution

4.1. Thomas Bayes - principled framework to corroborate the analects of Confucius
4.2. Donald Knuth - owes me $5.44
4.3. Guido van Rossum - death to ‘<>’
5. name the three most important, professionally relevant books which you have read

5.1. Information Theory, Inference, and Learning Algorithms - David J.C. MacKay
5.2. The C++ Programming Language - Bjarne Stroustrup
5.3. TAOCP - Knuth
6. assuming you will collaborate with researchers and explore ideas outside of CS during your PhD studies — which domains are the most likely candidates for this effort

6.1. Ling

6.2. Appm

6.3. Psych
7. briefly characterize your own digital literacy:

7.1. which programming language do you know (mention them in an order of decreasing familiarity)

Python, C++, C, Matlab, R, Perl, Ruby
7.2. describe the top three projects  (problem, programming language used, for what) which you have done in the past

1) A Computational Model of Analogical Reasoning – Python/C++/R
2) Software transactional memory - C++
3) Speech Enhancement for Robust Speech Processing Systems – Matlab/C
7.3. which are the top three applications that you are familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, iMovie, ….)?

firefox, vim, amarok
8. List your three favorite topics that you would like to see discussed in this course!

8.1. publish soon/publish junk or hold out for that ‘mother of all papers’?
8.2. balancing work/burnout
8.3. effective communication
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