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1. your name: 

Amanda Hughes


2. the intended topic area for your PhD:

The topic area for my PhD is in Human and Computer Interaction, specifically on the evolving role of information and communication technologies (ICT) in emergency and disaster situations. 
3. most important reason for you personally to get a PhD

I love to learn and to challenge myself, and I believe as I earn my PhD I will be able to constantly learn and expand my abilities through my research.  I will have opportunities to conduct leading research and share the results with fellow researchers at conferences and by publishing papers. 

When I complete my PhD I hope to obtain a professorship where I can continue to conduct my research as well as share the knowledge I acquire through teaching.

4. name three computer scientist which YOU consider most important for the field and what you consider their contribution

4.1. Alan Turing (Turing machine and the Turing Test)
4.2. John Von Nuemann (Computer Architecture)

4.3. William Gates (Though I feel a bit odd putting him down, I think he has done a lot for the commercialization of computers and bringing them into the everyday household.  He also made it “cool” to be a computer scientist.  Who wouldn’t want to make as much money as he does?)

5. name the three most important, professionally relevant books which you have read

5.1. The Cathedral and the Bazaar – Raymond, E.S.
5.2. Chaos – James Glick
5.3. Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance – Robert Pirsig
6. assuming you will collaborate with researchers and explore ideas outside of CS during your PhD studies — which domains are the most likely candidates for this effort

6.1. Sociology
6.2. Communications
6.3. Geography
7. briefly characterize your own digital literacy:

7.1. which programming language do you know (mention them in an order of decreasing familiarity)

Java, Javascript, C/C++, Flex/Actionscript, Perl, Phython, CGI, LISP, Delphi, Pascal, PHP
7.2. describe the top three projects  (problem, programming language used, for what) which you have done in the past

1) Mobile phone research project where we studied the use of mobile phones by parents in their caretaking/care-giving responsibilities. (Ethnographic research which resulted in a published journal article)
2) Installation wizards that guide users through the installation of highly complex telephony software (Java).
3) 7-layer protocol stack (C).

7.3. which are the top three applications that you are familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, iMovie, ….)?

Microsoft Suite of Tools (Word, Outlook, Excel…), Eclipse,  Dreamweaver.

8. List your three favorite topics that you would like to see discussed in this course!

8.1. What can we do while in the PhD program to maximize our marketability for the job market?
8.2. What it is like to be a professor.
8.3. Advice on writing the PhD dissertation  and publishing our results along the way.
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