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Fall Semester 2006
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Doctoral Level Independent Study
—
CSCI 7900-903

due: Tuesday, September 5, 2006; 10am on the SWIKI class website http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/phd-intro
<<Remark: browse an existing SWIKI to get familiar with this kind of course information environment>> 

1. your name: Jeff Fifield

2. the intended topic area for your PhD: Systems, Networking

3. most important reason for you personally to get a PhD.  It's fun, it's interesting, and it's better than a real job.

4. name three computer scientist which YOU consider most important for the field and what you consider their contribution

4.1. …………………………………….Bill Gates.  Although not an academic, his influence and contributions are obvious.

4.2. …………………………………….Alan Turing gave us theory to stand on

4.3. …………………………………….Von Neumann first described modern computer architecture.

5. name the three most important, professionally relevant books which you have read

5.1. …………………………………...Shannon,  A Mathematical Theory of Communication

5.2. ……………………………………Brooks,  Mythical Man Month

5.3. ……………………………………Hennessey and Patterson, Quantitative Computer

6. assuming you will collaborate with researchers and explore ideas outside of CS during your PhD studies — which domains are the most likely candidates for this effort

6.1. ……………………………………Electrical Engineering

6.2. …………………………………….Telecommunications

6.3. ……………………………………..Mountaineering

7. briefly characterize your own digital literacy:

7.1. which programming language do you know (mention them in an order of decreasing familiarity)  C, C++, Python, VHDL, Perl, Java

7.2. describe the top three projects  (problem, programming language used, for what) which you have done in the past.  1. I built a detailed simulator of a commercial CPU in C and integrated it into a system level emulator.  It could run windows and linux.  2. I wrote large portions of a Linux wireless driver called Softmac in C.  3.  I developed a software radio platform for Linux using VHDL, C++ and Python.

7.3. which are the top three applications that you are familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, iMovie, ….)?  The three applications I use most are emacs, firefox, and the bash shell.

8. List your three favorite topics that you would like to see discussed in this course!

8.1. ……………………………………..Tips on planning and writing a dissertation

8.2. ……………………………………..How to land a job
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