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Fall Semester 2006

Brief Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

Doctoral Level Independent Study
—
CSCI 7900-903

due: Tuesday, September 5, 2006; 10am on the SWIKI class website http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/phd-intro
1. your name: 

Mike MacFerrin
2. the intended topic area for your PhD:

Unknown (yet) – Possibly AI (Machine Learning, Natural Language, Robotics)
3. most important reason for you personally to get a PhD

Most important?...  I want to support my wife & son with a stable (decently funded) job.  Beyond that, I am interested in pursuing research and teaching while solving the types of complex problems I so greatly enjoyed as an undergrad. 
4. name three computer scientist which YOU consider most important for the field and what you consider their contribution

4.1. Arthur Burks (co-builder of the ENIAC, retired Professor from Univ. of Mich.).  I’ve spoken with him (and done some historical research studies into his professional history), and he’s been a professional inspiration to me.  He’s never mentioned in textbooks, but I consider him very important to me in the field of CS.  And hey, the ENIAC was no small building block in the industry’s early days.
4.2. Bjarne Stroustrup (creator of C++).  It’s the language I use most… I appreciate his coming up with it!
4.3. Gordon E. Moore (former Intel CEO, famous for “Moore’s Law”).  It was a gutsy statement, and he’s been right for 40 years.  Without significant hardware advances, we’d be stuck in the dark-ages for what we can accomplish with our programs.
5. name the three most important, professionally relevant books which you have read

5.1. C: A Reference Manual – more a reference than a book, but it still holds a frequently-used spot on my shelf.
5.2. C++: How to Program – my first programming book.  I still use it from time to time.

5.3. I’m having trouble remembering the title of the 3rd one… I’ll get back to you later…

6. assuming you will collaborate with researchers and explore ideas outside of CS during your PhD studies — which domains are the most likely candidates for this effort

6.1. Psychology/Cognitive Science – AI Research
6.2. Geography/Geology – GIS and Natural Sciences Field Research
6.3. Education
7. briefly characterize your own digital literacy:

7.1. which programming language do you know (mention them in an order of decreasing familiarity)

· C/C++ (far & above the rest)

· SQL (Database)

· Python

· VRML (Virtual Reality)

· HTML (if you call that programming)

· Visual Basic

· Java/JavaScript

· MIPS Assembly

· Passing familiarity with PERL, OpenGL, et al

7.2. describe the top three projects  (problem, programming language used, for what) which you have done in the past

· Visual Gardens Environment, C++, Undergrad Senior Design Project (team of 4)

· IRDC (Integrated Reliability Data Collection), SQL/Visual Basic, Intel Corporation (worldwide Automation Tool for Fabrication Plants… last I checked, they still use it!)

· Virtual Dominoes Environment (build ‘em up, watch ‘em fall, edit all you like), VRML/C++, Undergrad Virtual Reality design Project

· Build Lab Database Validation Tool, SQL, Microsoft Corporation (Visual Studio.NET Build Lab, 2000)
(Yeah, I know… I listed four.  So sue me!)

7.3. which are the top three applications that you are familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, iMovie, ….)?

· MS Office / OpenOffice Apps – (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc)

· Adobe Photoshop

· MS Visual Studio IDE, and others…
8. List your three favorite topics that you would like to see discussed in this course!

Honestly?  I haven’t a clue… I’m still wrapping my head around what this course entails and what we’ll be doing.  I know that’s a circular answer, but I really don’t know what to expect from it yet, nor what I want to get out of it.  My mind is open so far.
Questionnaire-Begin
2
DLC Spring 2005

