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Fall Semester 2006

Brief Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

Doctoral Level Independent Study
—
CSCI 7900-903

due: Tuesday, September 5, 2006; 10am on the SWIKI class website http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/phd-intro
<<Remark: browse an existing SWIKI to get familiar with this kind of course information environment>> 

1. your name: 

Aaron Beach
2. the intended topic area for your PhD:

Wireless network protocols, sensor networks, whatever…
3. most important reason for you personally to get a PhD

well.. I guess I became a grad student because I thought it was a pretty sweet
deal to get paid to go to college… so I didn’t really want to get a PhD, but I guess

a PhD will help me have more fun later in life maybe…

4. name three computer scientist which YOU consider most important for the field and what you consider their contribution

4.1. Lamport…. Clocks are cool
4.2. David Culler… seems involved in tons of stuff I read, routing protocols, wireless networks, sensor stuff (maybe Karp would have been a better choice)
4.3. Donald Knuth think about things most of us don’t (and tex is amazing)
5. name the three most important, professionally relevant books which you have read

5.1. the c programming language
5.2. algorithm book…. Cormen I guess.
6. assuming you will collaborate with researchers and explore ideas outside of CS during your PhD studies — which domains are the most likely candidates for this effort

6.1. History……………………………………

6.2. Biology…………………………………….

6.3. Civil Engineers……………………………………..

7. briefly characterize your own digital literacy:

7.1. which programming language do you know (mention them in an order of decreasing familiarity)

C, python, lisp, C++, PHP, assembly (IA32,AVR,MSP430,Power[PC],8051,pic ISAs), ….
7.2. describe the top three projects  (problem, programming language used, for what) which you have done in the past

1) Ad-hoc routing protocols for car-to-car networks, developed in C(implementation) and Java(simulation)
2) Studying trade-off between compression algorithm overhead and power savings from reduced radio transmission related to mac/network layer protocols.
3) A distributed intrusion detection system using DHTs to fuse similar intrusion reports
7.3. which are the top three applications that you are familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, iMovie, ….)?

notepad, firefox, Azureus bit-torrent
8. List your three favorite topics that you would like to see discussed in this course!

8.1. Why don’t computer scientists dance more often?
8.2. Why do most CS grad students have confidence problems leading to often being uptight and having forms of “short” man syndrome.
8.3. I’d like to spend some time making sure everyone has latex mastered 
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