Gerhard Fischer (gerhard@colorado.edu)



Fall Semester 2007

Final Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

Doctoral Level Independent Study
—
CSCI 7900-903

due: Monday, Dec 17, 8:00am; —  please send via email to gerhard@colorado.edu and haleden@colorado.edu (please note: late returns can not be accepted as we have to turn in the grades in time)
please return a word file with your answers and name your file

      <your last name>-phd2007-ques-end.doc

We are interested not in lengthy, but in concise comments!
1. your name: 

2. what was the best thing about the course?

3. what was the worst thing about the course?

4. what was missing from the course?

5. did the course succeed in creating (beginning to form) a “community” among the participants?

5.1. if no: why? 

5.2. if yes: why?

5.3. is this not a desirable goal to start with?

5.4. If it is a desirable goal, how could we improve the role of the course in doing so?

6. suggest other improvements for future versions of the course:

7. this is a somewhat unique course in the department (e.g.: it brings together students with a very broad background in CS)

7.1. should the department continue to offer this course for future PhD students?

7.2. if yes: should it be a voluntary or a required course?

7.3. if yes: should there be more time per week allocated to the course ?

8. the course information environment (Swiki):
8.1. strengths:

8.2. weaknesses:

8.3. suggestions for improvements to make the Swiki a better environment for the needs of the course participants

9. guest lectures and visit to Google:

9.1. too many / not enough

9.2. suggest topics for additional guest lectures

9.3. suggest other types of interesting activities to consider

10. name  three concepts / ideas discussed in the course that you found personally most interesting and which you found most memorable

10.1. concept-1:

10.2. concept-2:

10.3. concept-3:

11. Soft Skills — please comment briefly on the following “soft skills”: (a) their importance for your own personal learning experience; (b) how the class promoted/suppressed them; and (c) how could they be improved?

11.1. control (e.g., did it support some self-directed learning; should the class discussion been more driven by the students?)

11.2. incentives (to contribute ideas to the Swiki;  to speak up  in class)

11.3. confidence (that you are willing to speak up, to challenge other views in  a constructive way)

11.4. individual expression (e.g., did you feel that the class provided enough opportunities and incentives for you; did any hurdles exist?)

12. self-assessment: please assess your own involvement/contributions to the course

12.1. how many classes did you miss?

12.2. how many assignments did you miss?

12.3. how actively did you participate in the class discussions? what prevented / hindered you from participating?

12.4. did you read/analyze other participants contributions made in the Swiki? if yes: why and what did you learn from them? if no: why not?

