Brian Sax
HW 16: Web 2.0 Technologies

1.

I read the article by Tim O’Reilly.

2.  


The main message in the article is that there recently has been a shift to a new web platform that allows users to generate content rather than consume it.  The power of Web 2.0 is that is allows for spontaneous knowledge-based collaboration.  Web 2.0 communities are receptive to change and share a common goal of group betterment.   Web 2.0 applications are also much more powerful and rival desktop applications in terms of complexity.  The ultimate goal of Web 2.0 is to make the web, rather than the desktop, the dominant platform for social networking.
3.


The most interesting peer-to-peer learning activity I have ever participated in, sadly enough would probably be wikipedia.com.  The only time I felt as though I qualified as enough of an expert to participate (which I feel is one of the limiting factors in some of these web2.0 sites, nobody wants to post something they are unsure about and then fall subject to the full wrath of public scrutiny) was when I noticed an inconsistency in a fact about a poker player I happened to know a lot about.
4.


Dig.com,  Blogging, wikis, upcoming.org, facebook
5.


 I feel as though I am mostly a consumer on the web.  I enjoy reading about what other people have to think but do not always find it necessary to confirm my own thoughts with the general public.  I was thinking about what makes me participate on the internet and came to the conclusion that one has to get some sort of enjoyment out of either helping others or voicing their opinion.  What is to stop someone from only frequenting a forum to get answers to their own questions while never actually answering others’ questions?  I find facebook to be the most familiar, I think it’s an excellent tool to keep in contact with people, especially those whom you would not keep in contact with otherwise.  
6.


The single web2.0 site that I am currently most impressed with is upcoming.org.  You are able to post social events.  By going to many events you can begin to recognize the names that are going to similar events as yourself.  This may prove to be an excellent way to meet people with similar interests.
