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1. What do you consider the MAIN MESSAGE of the article?


With a growing weight of economic and cultural significance emerging on the internet, corporations and organizations are going to have to shift the way they do business to succeed. Software-centric, incremental commodity-driven businesses will lose out to organizations with light-weight code bases that offer services that support, store, or provide access to data and allow users to contribute and control the data in a natural progressive fashion. 


“Leverage customer-self service and algorithmic data management to reach out to the entire web, to the edges and not just the center, to the long tail and not just the head.”
2. Peer-To-Peer Learning: briefly describe your most interesting story of this learning activity in YOUR life!


Peer-to-peer learning is an ongoing process for me. I spend a large amount of time read RSS feeds from bloggers, both professional and personal, and reference Wikipedia for both casual look-ups and jumping-off points for research papers. I can’t say I recall any particular instance where I learned something significant. I did notice a gap on Wikipedia, when doing some research on Black Box Testing, that there was no entry for White Box Testing, so I added a simple entry. I wish I could have contributed more, but the database is so expansive I’ve yet to not find something that I had relevant knowledge that deserved to be posted.

3. In which Web 2.0 systems do you participate?


Wikipedia, Digg, Facebook, Apple Discussions, Google, Amazon, and my website has an RSS feed for blog entries.

4. How do you participate,

as a consumer?


Like I mentioned before, I read a lot of RSS feeds, probably along the lines of 100-200 articles daily. It’s entertaining and keeps me informed. I use Wikipedia to look up everything. I spend some time browsing forms on various sites.

As an active participant? In which way? What motivates you to participate?


I’ve posted on support forums, both in response to questions and posing questions of my own. It’s an easy way to get information from other end-users and later provides answers for others with the same questions. The RSS feed on my website helps notify friends and family when I make new entries. Since I make them sparingly its far easier to notify people about the occasional entry instead of them having to frequently check my site on their own. 

Of the Web 2.0 system you are familiar with: which do you consider the most relevant one? Why?


Wikipedia is by far the most relevant to me. It embodies the best aspects of Web 2.0 technologies in a simple, easy-to-use format. It’s long been one of the top 100 most-popular webpages, simply because it provides an expansive database of information at no cost to the consumer or the producer. It “harnesses the collective intelligence” of millions of users, increasing in usefulness as it increases in use. It has forever changed the way we create web content. 

5. Which is the most interesting Web 2.0 system? why? (in case it is different from your answer in 3.3)!

The Wikipedia format has spawned an unaccounted number of offshoot wiki’s, from fansites like http://www.stargate-sg1-solutions.com/ to specialty sites like http://www.hikipedia.com/. We’re likely to see an even bigger growth in the format as time goes on. It’s beautifully simple and yet terrifically powerful. While these sites may never become as popular as the original, collectively they’ll hold a lot of weight as data pools in their respective communities.

