4830 – DLC
Participation in a Community of Learners


What did you find?

Interesting

I found several things interesting in this assignment. The part that was the most interesting is the acceptance that collaboration isn’t a compromise or balance, which for successful collaboration I believe it can’t be.

Threes a quote from McRobbie and Tobin (1995) at the top of page 393, stating that a student needs a certain amount of base knowledge before effective collaboration can take place.  Ok so I agree with this but what the heck is a “certain amount of base knowledge’?

And finally I found the general concept that all education learning is in two categories, Community learning and Adult & child learning, one-sided learning interesting as I assume its only formal learning they refer to.

Not interesting

The introduction highlights that the paper is very theoretical but does state a practical implementation.  I wonder how many such examples exist? Which would be more interesting.

The whole paper is about the US education system, again.  What about the rest of the world?  Surely they have different practices and are also researching new ways of teaching, new ways to incorporate new technology into teaching?

On page 402, the last paragraph says newcomers have trouble with recognising the process of learning, but all the problem examples are ones I’d associate with the US education system, which while appropriate to the article is not so interesting anymore.

Main Message

I think the main message of the article is the detail of Community Learning: learning by doing 

(participation learning), hands on, experiential learning.

Own Ed. Experience

Adult-run education – 90%

· My primary and secondary school, college and most of university.  Slightly more so here at Boulder because of the constant homework and tests.

Child-run Education – 0%

Community of Learners Education – 10%

· User Interface Design from last semester was a bit like community of learners.  The class marked each other’s work and while the professors did ‘lecture’ each one had massive amount of participation and there were times when the ‘class’ taught the professors.
Technologies

I think of your classic teacher equipment, blackboards, whiteboards, over-head projector and I also think of newer technology here like moodle (wkis), e-mail, digital projectors, even Voice over IP and video conferencing.  But I also think the question is subjective to the teacher’s personal choices and what they are trying to achieve with their learning environment.

DLC analysis

Adult-run education

· Presentations on subject matter from Gerhard, Hal and guests

Child-run Education

· Independent research

Community of Learners Education
· Is it?  Given we have a lectures where Gerhard presents information and his opinions, in a relatively adult-run way.  There is little or no collaboration from use ‘students’ i.e. Debate, discussion.
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