Jessica Speir

Joe Zeles

Assignment 11:  Beyond “Couch Potatoes”
Enumerate in which situations
1. you acted as a designer/active contributor

Both of us feel that we have acted as vital contributors towards our senior projects class this year.  We have both spent time designing and actually implementing our system.

2. you acted as a (passive) consumer

We both have acted passively during the phases of our project.  There have been times when we have just let one of the other group members take charge of an area of the project.  We have also been integral to the project but not fully involved in every step along the way towards completion.

3. situations in which you believe you should have acted differently

During group meetings I wish we could have been more time efficient.  I’d like it if our group as a whole was more motivated about our project so I may have acted differently by not complaining.

analyze: 

1. what motivated you do choose to be in one of the groups?

There were several factors that motivated me to be in a group.  First of all, it was required that we join a group in order to graduate.  That was a huge factor in deciding to be in a group.  The only other way to graduate would have been to do a thesis.  We decided that we work better in groups, and we are more motivated to not procrastinate when working in groups.  Group work provides a certain sense of responsibility.  If I am just working along, doing a bad job only affects me.  If I do poorly, or fail to do, while in a group, it has a negative impact on the entire group.  Another reason to choose senior projects was for the experience we hoped to gain.  Working on projects in the manor that we are is much like real life.  It has given us an idea of what the real world might be like.

2. prevented you being in a group?

We decided not to join many of the groups because of the individuals in those groups.  We were also not interested in the projects that many of the others had selected.

3. which rewards did you get (or not get) for your contributions?

So far, there have been no rewards given to anyone in our group.  In our first semester we all worked fairly equally, and so everyone was rewarded with the same grade.  During this semester, however, that has not been the case.  We hope to be rewarded with good evaluations from my peers, and also hope that our project turns out well so that our sponsor is happy.

4. which technological and social factors influenced your decision?
Our sponsor mandated all of the technological decisions that were made for our project.  The social decisions that were made surrounding our project were made to either facilitate work getting done, or to facilitate a fun work environment.  We have all evaluated each other fairly equally so far because of the fear of angering others in our group, however we do feel like that will change, and we will not be scared of reprimanding each other in the future.
