Brian Sax
HW 10: Learning: From Speculation to Science
1.


Probably the most pertinent complex systems I have dealt with are those dealing with programming systems.  The biggest system I have attempted to learn would definitely be the Java programming language.  I first started to learn Java in a classroom setting.  I took an introductory course which exposed me to many of the basics and underlying concepts of Java.  After taking the class I felt like I understood how to make basic programs but still had no “real-world” programming experience.  I did not yet feel confident in my ability to transfer my skills I learned from the classroom to the business world.  What I have found out is that my education never stops.  I am still constantly still learning new approaches to Java and find that the best way to get help is to learn from someone with more experience than you.  If you can’t find someone with expertise in that particular area then I would say that learning on demand (by example) is the second best way that I learn.
2.


I would say that the most interesting learning episode of my life was when I broke my right arm in a skiing accident.  I never noticed how dependent I was on my right arm until I could no longer use it.  It was a pretty severe break so I had a lot of time to re-learn things with my left arm.  I think that when you are “forced” to learn something to survive you learn it much quicker and often times retain the information for much longer than in other methods of learning.  I find myself to be more ambidextrous even to this day. 

3.


Learning by being told is often a method implemented by auditory learners.  I would relate this method to every day lectures.  Self-directed learning to me means learning something at a self decided pace.  This would apply to things like online self-taught courses.  Learning on demand is used when you are pressured to figure something out on the spot.  This is often employed in programming scenarios where you are stuck and do not know how to proceed.  Discovery learning is where you draw on your past experiences to solve the current problem.  An example of this would be on a SAT test where you’ve seen similar problems before.  Experiential learning attempts to find the ways in which you learn best.  You will be instructed and then you will reflect on how well the particular teaching approach taught you.  Informal learning is learning that takes place everyday throughout your life.  It includes all the life skills and values acquired through everyday interactions.  Collaborative learning is learning as a group.  One member’s weakness will be another member’s strength.  It is because of this relationship that members are able to learn and work together.
