Jarret Lavallee

Assignment 10 summary

1. It seems like most people in this class learn from experience. Many find a difficult task of learning new complex things and take intermediate steps towards that goal. Peng Shao was unable to learn Photoshop directly, but worked at it with fireworks and followed a natural progression that enabled him to truly understand the things that he would have to learn through tutorials and help files in photoshop. Tyler felt that he was understood the material that his teacher was teaching and decided to work on his own to further his understanding and overall experience, but did it his own way. In the end he found out the hard way that the things the teacher was telling him were true, but before this experience he would never be able to accept that. Through experience we learn why things are done the way they are, but the problem with learning complex systems is that one has to have a passion to learn it. They have to have a passion to go through all of the trouble of making the mistakes and then understanding how to do it the easier way. Some found it easier through an apprenticeship, but they still had to find a “master”. through time and effort are things learned.

2. Many of my classmates have interesting stories about their most interesting learning experiences. Most are different but an underlying theme emerges. From Tyler's Back flip story i would say that his hardest things, as well as from my own experiences in the subject is commitment. committing to something fully enough to get through it with out hesitation or giving up prematurely, for you will come out with something better than you expected. It may be hard at first, like Corey had with the manual transmission and Yingdan had with painting, but they stuck with it and had great results. Others were forced into their greatest learning experience They were forced to stick with it, which i would say makes it a lot easier to learn because you do not have to stick with it on your own, you have no other choice. You must stick with it and this forces you to learn it faster and more efficiently.

3. Learning by being told: This is the fundamental type of learning adopted by schools. From grade school even to Upper division.  Everyone in this class has experienced this. 

Self-directed learning:  This is a great way of learning for many. This has been exhibited by Peng Shao in learning fireworks, along with many others in their responses.

Learning on demand: This is an efficient way of learning because you are being forced to learn it. An example of this type of learning is Brian Sax in learning how to use his left arm as the dominate arm after breaking his right one.

Discovery learning: Discovery learning and Self-directed learning are similar and sometimes happen simultaneously.  Peng Shao, along with Self-directed learning used Discovery learning in learning fireworks. He learned not only learned how to use the program ut technigues that he discovered along the way.

Experiential learning: Experimental learning is also a great way to learn. It is used in many of the labs in this university. Tyler used this in learning how to write a PASCAL program. He had a basic knowledge of the language and took that and experimented with it to write a graphical game, through experimenting he learned the easier way of utilizing the language.

Informal learning: Informational learning is very common, and very necessary towards the learning process. It includes using local sources in aiding in a learning process. We do it every day.

Collaborative learning: Collaborative learning is very effective because different people have a different understanding of material and can aid each other in learning. 

