Jarret Lavallee

Assignment 2

1. I do agree with Norman's essay. The system of schools is wrong, and for the most part i have never agreed with it. Students are graded on a numerical basis on how much they can memorize. Ever wonder why kids stress so much at exam time? The amount of pressure they are on for that one week to just memorize and regurgitate what they were taught for the entire last semester. The “best” students are the ones that spend the most time in their rooms alone reading and rereading, instead of networking and finding new interests. It is not always the smartest student that do the best in school, and not everyone is good at numeric grading. everyone has strengths and weaknesses. So some people may or may not be good at tests but may know everything on it will get a bad grade when they know the material. The school system is not realistic in their practices. It is not the real world. Real world work is not individualistic memorization. It is collaborative cooperation to meet a common goal using each others strengths. This is the way we get work done, but schools will not change because there is then no way to accurately rank students. As if students need to be ranked, destroying their self esteem. Norman is right even then best students are cheating, not because they incapable of learning, but the system is incapable of adapting. Through out High School I never got along with the school system. I was a good test taker to i lucked out, But I was always against the system and refused to memorize formulas and other things that i would never need to have memorized, for a reference manual will do me just fine. i never felt the need to memorize formulas, but rather methods of using the formulas. I did fine on the tests, but i was never good at reading. I am not a good reader, that is my weakness. In every English and history class I always did horrible because they would test us on what we read. it was never general topics, but rather specific details from pages of what we read. I never had the desire to read and reread the material, so i knew i was going to do bad if i read it, why even bother. So i stopped reading for the classes and thus i never got better at reading. the system discouraged me and i am affected by that for the rest of my life. I floated by until graduation and didn't get good grades, but i passed. The Sat's were great for me, since i am a good test taker. so i did great on the SATS and not so well on  grades. so colleges would see in this ranking system that i am smart, but unmotivated. Most of the “great” students in my graduating class were great on grades because they spent the time memorizing. so they had straight A's. When the SATS came they didn't do well and so they didn't get into the colleges that they wanted. Not because they weren't smart but rather they were not good at taking a test.

2. Collaboration has always been a good thing for me. I do a lot better in groups because it motivates me to get the work done as well as using my strengths  and using other peoples strengths instead of my weaknesses. In CS classes i always work in groups. i am a fan of team driven programming, because no one can think of everything. I have helped people program in my past classes because i was more experienced. this may be cheating, but i only sat there and helped those students express their own ideas. I do not think this is cheating, i think this is aiding students learn. These students i have helped had told me that i taught them the material 10 times better. i think it is because of the personal attention. i took things away from it too. Everyone thinks differently and every program will be different, well my programs would be completely different, so when they were asking me to help express their ideas, i was seeing a different way to approach problems. it was great because ti broaden my horizons. As for Sport teams i love the collaboration it has been great and everyone gets better at the sport through helping each other. take Snowboarding. it is not a team sport. the emphasis is on individual skill. I have more fun snowboarding with my friend, because we use each others skills to better ourselves and just have fun. we try to make snowboarding a team sport, where the tricks are together and part of one another. It is better and more fun that riding alone. Even just learning from one another is great because everyone learns from each other and so everyone gets better. 

3. I have Worked in a few Computational Environments. In high school I was a good test taker so i  was on the junior engineering team, which means that we went to competitions and took tests to see which school had the smartest team. it was a ridiculous thing but it was fun because we would be assigned one problem on a topic that we had never heard of and we had to learn it and figure out the answer. It was fun  we all worked together and did great.

