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Assignment 1

definition / focus
definition from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discovery_learning
“Discovery learning takes place in problem solving situations where the learner draws on his own experience and prior knowledge to discover the truths that are to be learned.”Discovery learning is a method of instruction through which students interact with their environment by exploring and manipulating objects, wrestling with questions and controversies, or performing experiments. It is posited that students are more likely to remember concepts they discover on their own than those they are taught.”
strength
People who practice discovery learning often remember the concepts better than people who are told the answers to the question they are looking for.
weaknesses

It often takes much longer to discover the answer to a question then simply look it up or have someone tell you the answer.  Another fact that isn’t really a weakness is that you can’t use discovery learning for everything.  An example of this would be “what is the capital of Alaska”, you simply have to be told the answer to this question. 
computer support for this type of learning
Many things in a computer are similar to discovery learning but I would consider it to be ineffective.  For example you can find the undo option simply by trying all of the menu items until you find it.  When doing so much trial and error it is easy to forget with trial was the successful one.  This method, however, is still better then someone just telling you what to click on.
describe your personal experience with this kind of learning
Throughout my computer science career I have noticed that many students will consistently ask a TA or Professor for the answer instead of trying to discover it for themselves.  I have also noticed that most of these students fall behind academically.  Discovery learning is something that I strive to accomplish, often times I particularly ask people to refrain from telling me the answer purely so that I can discover it for myself.  
