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Spring Semester 2007

A Joint Graduate and Undergraduate Course  — CSCI 7212-001 and CSCI 4830-002

Brief Questionnaire for the Participants of the Course

“Design, Learning and Collaboration”
due: Monday, January 22, 2007; 10am on the class website

http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/dlc-2007 

1. your name: Dave Musson
2. your field of study: BSc Computer Science
3. in which semester are you: Undergraduate exchange student from University of East Anglia, UK.  I’m in my 2nd UK year and it translates as something around a junior / senior
4. why are you interested to take this course and what do you expect to get out of this course?

I took 4838 – User Interface Design last semester because I was told it was about form design, which I’ve always enjoyed.  It wasn’t, the course is the first time I’ve come across User Computer Interaction as a disciple opposed to common sense.  I really enjoyed the class at the end they explained where we could go next and the only undergraduate option was this, hence I took the class.

I’m expecting to get a deeper understanding of UID and collaborative learning.  Also the independent research project is a great opportunity for an undergrad and it will give me some idea what further education could be like.

5. which courses  / work activities / background knowledge  do you have which might be relevant to this course?

CSCI 4838 – User Interface Design

CSCI 2830 – CS as a field

CSCI 3287 – Database Systems

UK courses – Software Construction, Computers and Computing Systems and Fundamentals of Information Systems

11/2 years work experience with a small company doing technical support on a specialist healthcare product.
6. your own digital literacy / fluency:

6.1. describe your programming experience  (languages, projects)

Visual Basic / Applications, Java, C++, SQL, RealBASIC, Mips, UID project – Interdisciplinary Collaboration Tool (for healthcare research and Principal investigator use), Technical support log design and development

6.2. which applications are you familiar with (e.g. Photoshop, Canvas, Dreamweaver, GoogleEarth, ………. )?

Windows, Office, CodeBook, Emacs, NetBeans, Google, Gmail, Navicat, Addobe Reader, Sykpe (& other instant messengers), Tunes of i, OS X, Redhat
7. use one or two sentences to describe how you would define 

7.1. design

Taking a problem or idea and creating something.  Personally as a process I reckon corners should never be in the “design phase” as to many people race to the creation part and then encounter problems.

7.2. learning

Constant, everything can be learnt from but mostly its either formal education or life.  You either consciousness recognise that your learning or its being done consciousness.

7.3. collaboration

Working or studying together with more than one person.  Can also pull people for different disciples to work as a team on some project

8. mention the most important book / article which you have read with respect to 

8.1. design

Task-Centered User Interface Design A Practical Introduction by Clayton Lewis and John Rieman
8.2. learning

Bernard Cornwell, Sharpe, Warlord Series and The Saxon Stories
8.3. collaboration

Task-Centered User Interface Design A Practical Introduction by Clayton Lewis and John Rieman
9. Have you heard the following names of researchers /scientists and what they might be famous for?

9.1. Vannevar Bush – No
9.2. Herbert Simon – No
9.3. Alan Kay – No
9.4. Steve Jobs – No
9.5. Seymour Papert – Yes, C++?
9.6. Donald Norman – Yes, no idea what for though
9.7. Ben Shneiderman – Yes, no idea what for though
9.8. Donald Schön – No
9.9. Jerome Bruner – No
9.10. Christopher Alexander – No
9.11. Edward Tufte – No
9.12. Fred Brooks – No
9.13. Douglas Engelbart – Yes, no idea what for though
9.14. Larry Page and Sergey Brin – Google guys? Only because theres to names together
9.15. Bill Gates – Yes, Something to do with Microsoft maybe?
9.16. Tim Berners-Lee – Yes, credited with the invention of the internet, part of the University of Southampton UK (or was in 2004)
9.17. Jimmy Wales – No
10. Which person do you consider the most famous computer scientist and what has this person contributed?

Tim Berners-Lee and whoever else worked on the internet back in the beginning.

11. Remark: you can visit the websites of a pervious version of the course  — while the course in the Spring 20067will contain new activities and new material, this website will give you a good impression what you might expect
 http://l3dswiki.cs.colorado.edu:3232/dlc-2006
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