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1. what do you consider the main message of the article?
The study of people learning has changed from physical aspect to mental aspect. The article reveals the study of learner, teacher and learning environment. Basically the teachers need to work with the learners’ pre-existing knowledge, and provide learner-related context assessments to motivate/help learners to learn. The article also emphasizes that there is no ultimate method can be applied to all the learners. At the end, it conclude that both teacher and the learner-oriented learning environment should work together to help learners to learn. 
2. analyze and describe how you have learnt a complex systems (e.g.,“Microsoft Word” or a similar system incase you have never learnt MS-Word, Photoshop, Java, using the Web effectively, …)? – choose one and describe your experience in some detail!
The first time I used Microsoft Word 97 was for doing my report for college course. Before that I hardly used computer software to produce documents, although I used notepad several time. I remember that I tried to draw a table in order to put my experiment data into it. I didn’t have any books or references teaching me using MS WORD. I had a hard time to learn how to draw a table, and basically I used trial-and -error method to find it(by clicking for the buttons and tabs). If I did something wrong, I just restarted a new file. After I typed some paragraphs, I would like to change the fonts of some phrases. Again, I applied trailed-and-error to find it. Finally I tried to print out the document from the printer, but this time trailed-and-error didn’t help me here. I kept getting the document printed in wrong format. Because the ink was expensive at that time, I called in my friend for advices. After discussion, I finally got it work.
3. describe the most interesting / exciting learning episode of your life!
I like the Lab courses when I was in senior high school and college because we verified the theories we learned from the classes. I think this is a good example for “learning by doing”. When I got the same result as I was taught in the classes, I was very excited. I had the feeling that I could also achieve the same things what those great scientists did. Also I believed that what I learned is true. 
4. write in one short paragraph (a) what the following concepts mean and (b) which role they have played in your personal learning (e.g., where you have encountered them)
4.1. learning by being told 
sitting in the classroom looking for slides or listening for lecturing. One direction learning. Most of my learning life is in this style.
4.2. self-directed learning 
Doing research or studying something with high interests or motivation. This is how I learned to build a personal computer, use OS/software, and most of the knowledge about computer.

4.3. learning on demand
Encounter some breakdown and need to learn new knowledge to solve the task on hand. Reading Jave API documents when I write java programs


4.4. discovery learning 
Learning something without expectation. Sometimes I will find a new trail or new plants/animals on my way hiking in the mountain. Or sometimes I will find new restaurant when I walk on the street.
“Discovery Learning is an inquiry-based learning method.” From http://www.nwlink.com/~donclark/hrd/history/discovery.html
4.5. experiential learning 
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
'Experiential learning' can apply to any kind of learning through experience. 'Experiential learning' is often used by providers of training or education to refer to a structured learning sequence which is guided by a cyclical model of experiential learning. Less contrived forms of experiential learning (including accidental or unintentional learning) are usually described in more everyday language such as 'learning from experience' or 'learning through experience'.  From: http://reviewing.co.uk/research/learning.cycles.htm
It seems that how I learn to talk/ to walk/things will fall to the ground is through experiential learning. experiential learning is what I can observe and learn from it.

4.6. informal learning 
“Informal learning describes a lifelong process whereby individuals acquire attitudes, values, skills and knowledge from daily experience and the educative influences and resources in his or her environment, from family and neighbors, from work and play, from the market place, the library and the mass media.” From http://agelesslearner.com/intros/informal.html
All the knowledge I learned outside the school system or paid/unpaid training program. Like my father taught me how to ride bicycle, learn how to cook, and how to interact with people. Informal learning might deliver wrong or personal scope knowledge. 
4.7. collaborative learning
I think the knowledge I learned from the discussions between classmates, peers, and friends is through collaborative learning. Such as the projects I did for the software engineering and use interface design courses. I like this way of learning because different teammates has different things that I can learn from.

