Gerhard Fischer and Hal Eden: “Design, Learning, and Collaboration” — Spring Semester 2006

General Remark for all assignments — always remember the statement by Blaise Pascal: 

“I have made this letter longer than usual, because I lack the time to make it shorter.”
Assignment 2

Collaboration

Laoleng Xiong
Partners: None
due: 

1. Monday, January 30, 2006;  10:00am  on the class website — max length: two pages

2. you can work as a group and submit one answer as a group (clearly identifying the members of your group) 

1) Read the article: “In Defense of Cheating” by Don Norman; accessible via:

http://www.jnd.org/dn.mss/InDefenseOfCheating.html
and comment on the following issue:

· do you agree or disagree with Norman’s position? Why?

· how does his view relate to your own experience in your school, university, and working life?


At first I found it completely shocking to read some of the things that Don Norman had written in his article “In Defense of Cheating.” His article began by promoting one of the most scrutinized and controversial practices in academia. His article began by promoting the concept of cheating. It was only after reading the article more thoroughly did it become apparent that there was more than simply advocating plagiarism. After reading the entire article, I must say that I agree with the point of view in criticizing today’s standards of teaching. Higher education, particularly at the college level, presents a deterrent to many potential students. Not everyone is comfortable or capable of learning in a university classroom, yet there are no measures made to rectify this problem. As it stands, I believe strongly with the view of the author, that college curriculum breeds cheating in a deceitful manner. Students are taught from text books, but are tested on their ability to regurgitate information without true mastery of the subject.


In a statistics course I took that was taught by a professor who had served on the faculty portion of the CU Honor Code Committee, there was a strong emphasis on abiding by the rules of the Honor Code. Oddly then it seemed that the examinations were “open-note” exams. There was also an emphasis on collaboration in studying and completing assignments, although exams were done individually. One persistent concept that was stressed was not the ability to memorize formulas and to simply carry out calculations, but more so the understanding of which formulas applied to which problems and how to obtain the correct solutions in a real world environment. This idea was only reinforced once I entered into the professional world. In the real world, no one person has all the answers to solve every problem, but rather as a group, it becomes possible to solve virtually any problem that may arise in the working world.
2) Analyze your own educational and working experience:

· has collaboration played an important role in 

· your life as a student

· your life as a worker


I have taken several courses that required the formation of groups to do assignments. In fact this proved to be a very useful experience. When interviewing for a job, many employers showed interest in whether or not I had participated in any group projects for a class. It also helped prepare me for the challenges that were associated with a collaborative work environment.
· in which collaborative activities have you been involved?

· what was positive about them?

· what was negative about them?


Senior Projects has been the largest collaborative effort that I have participated in. It has taught me how to better work with a group of partners and helped me develop skills for diffusing situations in which conflicts tend to arise due to differing opinions.


Since we as students are not taught or encouraged to be collaborative from the beginning of our education process, there are some learning curves associated with group work. For example, some people do not naturally possess open communication skills and must develop these skills in the beginning. This problem can create a bit of an adjustment period.
3) Have you used computational environments that support collaboration?

· which ones?

· briefly characterize your most favorite one?


The most prominent one that I have used is the Open Source Eclipse programming platform with CVS repository file version control. This repository is great in keeping track of the source code for our Senior Projects group and for ensuring that we are all up to date on the latest implementation of our project application.
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