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      DLC Course — Spring Semester 2006

Questionnaire — Midterm

This is not a test! 

Please answers these questions  briefly on the class website by Monday, April 3, 10:00am 

1. what are aspects of the course so far that are positive and should be sustained? 


I thoroughly enjoyed the EDC demo along with the MAPS demo and being able to see and role-play with the EDC. I also enjoyed the guest speaker and thought maybe there could be more guestspeakers.
2. what do you think about the following parts of the course?

2.1.  Lecture sessions


Lecture sessions are well structured but perhaps it should be a little less professor guided or directed and maybe students could drive the direction of the discussions sometimes. Maybe it could be directed towards more of an open question session as there were times that I wanted to just clarify certain things in lecture or homework.

2.2. Demos about EDC and Clever


I liked the demos on the EDC and Clever and role-playing with the EDC, but maybe a real life execution or demo of the EDC to professional planners or participants could take the demos beyond the role-playing and discussion. It seems a little more theoretical than applicable. 

2.3. Guest Lectures


I definitely enjoyed the guest lecture and I think there need to be more throughout the semester.
2.4. small assignments


I liked the assignments, they helped to reinforce reading and discovery of some material and assignments that proved to be interesting that otherwise would’ve have appeared to be just mediocre or bland at first look.

2.5. efforts of getting course participants involved in the course


The discussions are great, however maybe a little more interactivity beyond role-playing would be nice.

2.6. use of technologies (e.g., Swiki, the WWW in general, videos shown) in the course


The SWIKI was really helpful and useful. It made it a lot easier to stay on top of assignments and to coordinate on the projects and research with other group members.

2.7. collaboration among students and peer-to-peer learning (e.g., to which extent did it happen in your case)


I found that I garnered a much deeper understanding of the different perspectives of the other students outside the class in more open and less-restricted environments. That to me, was the most eye-opening because I could then try and see the same subject from a different perspective.

2.8. feedback from Gerhard


I found Gerhard’s feedback very helpful and seeing beyond the assignments.
3. What is the most important thing you have learned so far?


That although I am almost done with this phase of schooling, there is still much to learn about education and the process of learning overall.
4. is the workload adequate?


I think that the workload is adequate although it is still to be seen if our projects and independent research proves to be a little lopsided in terms of how much time we have at the end to dedicate to the entire process as compared to the break from assignments mid-way through the semester.
5. shortcomings and possible suggestions for improvements? 


I think that everyone would agree that some aspects or topics in the class were worth developing further and some were okay to cut back on or reduce focus and intensity. How to determine which ones to focus less on and which ones to focus more on is however difficult to do.

6. self-assessment  — please let us know how well you think you have done in the course Think about this in terms of your performances in:

6.1. please give an honest answer about how much time and effort you  have put into your work so far (work hard (( last-minute effort (( minimum effort to get by)


I would definitely say that I didn’t spend as much time reading some of the material as it didn’t personally interest me whereas I did thoroughly read others that I found to be fascinating. I think that our group overall has definitely spent a substantial amount of time on the project and research.

6.2. participation (including class participation; attendance, ………..);


I haven’t missed a class yet this whole semester as I think it is important to participate in the discussions and to maintain steady progress throughout the course. However, I do also think that there were times when I wanted to contribute to the discussion but felt hurried and so I declined.

6.3. small assignments,


I think I definitely spent a good amount of time working on the assignments and trying to grasp the overall concept in the materials that we covered.
6.4. your effort thus far in the independent research activities

Personally, I think our group ended up with a topic that I am particularly interested in so I have been excited about and making steady progress with the research.

6.5. your effort thus far in the  project 


I think it was initially harder to start the research than the project because we were unsure of what exactly we were doing. I think that after having already got a hold on the research portion, starting the project was easier, however defining what the project would be overall was more of a challenge.
7. anything else you would like us to know? 


Talking to other students and as a personal opinion, it would be very neat to see the EDC completed at some point. A lot of the concepts and theories discussed in class seem to be just that, theories and the EDC is the most tangible and practical use of those concepts that can be related to the real world. Seeing it fully applied would only strengthen that relation.
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