Gerhard Fischer and Hal Eden



      DLC Course — Spring Semester 2006

Questionnaire — Midterm

Please answers these questions  briefly on the class website by Monday, April 3, 10:00am 

1. what are aspects of the course so far that are positive and should be sustained? 

I like the informal atmosphere of the course and the ability to engage in discussion.
2. what do you think about the following parts of the course?

2.1.  Lecture sessions

See “shortcomings” question below
2.2. Demos about EDC and Clever

Great! They’re very stimulating and gives us concreted examples of learning/collaborative technologies. I would like to see more of these demos.
2.3. Guest Lectures

Great. Would love to see more. There are a lot of people doing interesting research in D/L/C areas (e.g. Mike Eisenberg, Skip Ellis, Leysia, Clayton, etc) at CU and it would be useful to bring more of these people in.
2.4. small assignments

Great. However, many of the homework (reading-related) questions are two narrow and not thought provoking (e.g. “what did you find NOT interesting about this article”?). Perhaps for each homework, we should have to pose (and answer) one or two questions of our own?
2.5. efforts of getting course participants involved in the course

Great. I think Swiki, course discussions, group projects are an effective means for that.
However, sometimes I feel class discussions are slow to pick up. Perhaps physically sitting closer together (i.e. at one big table) would help.
2.6. use of technologies (e.g., Swiki, the WWW in general, videos shown) in the course

Great!

2.7. collaboration among students and peer-to-peer learning (e.g., to which extent did it happen in your case)

So far it’s been quite good, although not without its challenges, such as having to compromise.
2.8. feedback from Gerhard

Good, although it’s been too detail-oriented. I’d like to see him focus more on outside research/ideas/technologies which would be useful for us to look into.
3. What is the most important thing you have learned so far?

Technological innovations must go hand-in-hand with a deeper understanding and, perhaps, changes of underlying social issues.
Also: learning on demand, “symmetry of ignorance”, meta-design
4. is the workload adequate?

Yes, although perhaps it could be better balanced, by assigning the independent research earlier.
5. shortcomings and possible suggestions for improvements? 

I often feel that the discussions are perhaps lacking structure and mediation, and because of that, they often “flop” or go off-topic. Gerhard often asks questions that are too open-ended, and as a result, the answers he receives often miss the point. He should take more care to steer a discussion in a particular direction.
Furthermore, I would like to sped more time learning (e.g. from lecture material) rather than simply discussing, or at least have discussions more tightly grounded in a particular lecture slide/topic. Many of us simply do not know much about the material at hand and have to resort to uneducated speculating. This perhaps stimulates thinking, but does little to actually educate us. 

I understand the value of discussions, especially in class that deals with learning/collaboration, but I feel that in this particular case there could be a better balance between instruction and discussion (i.e. more towards the former).
There is a great amount of new technologies in the DLC area that have been developed in the recent past, including here at CU. I think we should spend more time learning about these technologies (as well as their successes/failures/lessons learned). Knowing about these projects is useful in itself, as well as a great starting point for thinking and discussions.
On a different note, I feel we often repeat the same concepts (and even exact slides) in subsequent lectures. Perhaps this is done on purpose, in order to revisit a concept in a new light, once we have learned more. However, it doesn’t seem to be that effective – we generally don’t have too many new things to say.
6. self-assessment  — please let us know how well you think you have done in the course Think about this in terms of your performances in:

6.1. please give an honest answer about how much time and effort you  have put into your work so far (work hard (( last-minute effort (( minimum effort to get by)

I’m quite happy my level of effort. I’ve certainly been focusing a lot of attention to learning in this class since (as of recently) this is my primary research area.
6.2. participation (including class participation; attendance, ………..);

I’ve been trying to fairly proactive at class discussions (although I wish I was more knowledgeable about the material). There are many questions/discussion topics that I often refrain from raising in order not to monopolize the focus of the class.
6.3. small assignments,

Good. I always do the reading and try to answer questions thoughtfully.
6.4. your effort thus far in the independent research activities
I’ve been reading a lot of articles and contributing many ideas to our group wiki.
6.5. your effort thus far in the  project 

I wrote up with two detailed project proposals (which were abandoned by the group for various reasons). I’ve attended Karl Weinman’s lecture and have been active in project brainstorming meetings. We haven’t done much of the physical implementation yet.
7. anything else you would like us to know? 
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