Gerhard Fischer and Hal Eden



      DLC Course — Spring Semester 2006

Questionnaire — Midterm

This is not a test! 

Please answers these questions  briefly on the class website by Monday, April 3, 10:00am 

1. what are aspects of the course so far that are positive and should be sustained? 

I have enjoyed reading the papers and then reviewing them in class. This is a good way to motivate to read the article if you are asked to talk about it later.  
2. what do you think about the following parts of the course?

2.1.  Lecture sessions

Despite all the research showing that “Sage on the stage” learning is not affective I still enjoy this part of the lectures the most. In the discussions during lectures I often feel that I have little to add of value and time would be better spent getting a glimpse of new material. The reading prior to the lecture is good. A small justification from each student about the reading seems to be enough discussion. Lectures where we had to solve small problems like the tick-tac-toe and the mutilated chess bored where great substitutes to the simple discussions.  These caused discussions with a neighbor which seemed deeper than talking with the whole class.
2.2. Demos about EDC and Clever

Demos of the EDC are great and add some solidification to the sometimes abstract material.
2.3. Guest Lectures

I would like to have had a few more guest lecturers to get a broader perspective of the subject matter.
2.4. small assignments

The small assignments are great. Reading the paper was for me the most informative part along with the small discussion afterward.
2.5. efforts of getting course participants involved in the course

I think everyone was involved quite well. If no one was contributing I think it was mainly to avoid filling the quite classroom with nonsensical babble.
2.6. use of technologies (e.g., Swiki, the WWW in general, videos shown) in the course

The swiki was nice but felt poky at times. There is something to be said for visually interesting and well organized web pages which the swiki runs short on.    
2.7. collaboration among students and peer-to-peer learning (e.g., to which extent did it happen in your case)

In the group project/research we did a lot of collaboration. Mainly by simply talking about the project.
2.8. feedback from Gerhard

3. What is the most important thing you have learned so far?

I have found the different types of learning to be the most interesting. Like Discovery learning versus Learning on Demand versus learning by being told etc….
4. is the workload adequate?

It would be nice to have more time to work on the independent research and the project. I don’t know how this is possible but I feel the project and research are a bit lofty in their scope to be tackled adequately with the given time. 
5. shortcomings and possible suggestions for improvements? 

6. self-assessment  — please let us know how well you think you have done in the course Think about this in terms of your performances in:

6.1. please give an honest answer about how much time and effort you  have put into your work so far (work hard (( last-minute effort (( minimum effort to get by)

I feel I have put in quite a bit of work. Reading the papers and thinking about what is interesting is quite time consuming. In the team project/research I feel I have spent a lot of time getting nowhere. Our research has changed and so has our project. It has been quite time consuming to research this material with little to show for it.  Some more guidance in this area would be good.  I have read several papers that I felt added little or nothing to what I was researching.
6.2. participation (including class participation; attendance, ………..);

I believe I have made ever effort to contribute without just babbling. I have attended all classes.
6.3. small assignments,
I have read and thought about all the small assignments.
6.4. your effort thus far in the independent research activities
I feel that this has been hard to get going on. We have spent a lot of time trying to pin down exactly what we are doing. Not enough time is left to really gain from this research.
6.5. your effort thus far in the  project 

We have spent a bit of time refining our vision for this project. Hopefully we will have time to implement something interesting.
7. anything else you would like us to know? 
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