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      DLC Course — Spring Semester 2006

Cortney Germain

Questionnaire — Midterm

This is not a test! 

Please answers these questions  briefly on the class website by Monday, April 3, 10:00am 

1. what are aspects of the course so far that are positive and should be sustained? 

I really liked the simulations we did in the lab area with Hal. I thought those were very interesting and though provoking. I also kind of liked the papers we read, although they were a little long at times. I have a lot of reading for my other classes so its difficult at times to have to read a 30 page paper for this class and then do an assignment on top of that. 

2. what do you think about the following parts of the course?

2.1.  Lecture sessions


I think that the lectures are useful at times but not when we all just sit there and listen. A suggestion would be to make them a little more interactive. The assignments are useful but then to spend the whole hour and 15 minutes going over them again can be a little tedious.

2.2. Demos about EDC and Clever

I definetly enjoyed the demos and found them to be very interesting and helpful toward our independent project this semester.

2.3. Guest Lectures

I also enjoyed guest lecturers that were running the demos. Each one had a different level of intelligence/knowledge that pertained to the demos we were seeing. It's nice to hear another voice in the department and hear their diverse ideas.

2.4. small assignments

The small assignments weren't bad but at times had too much reading. I enjoy reading and learning new things, but when the readings are too long, my focus tends to wander

2.5. efforts of getting course participants involved in the course

I think we are at some level involved in class discussions but other times I feel like more could be done with participation. Every class has their on and off days but I think the material could be  presented in different ways that aren't so normal so students participate more 

2.6. use of technologies (e.g., Swiki, the WWW in general, videos shown) in the course

I found the Swiki to be helpful and I like the different style it lends to learning that you can't find in other classes. The videos were interesting but  a bit outdated at times.

2.7. collaboration among students and peer-to-peer learning (e.g., to which extent did it happen in your case)

I worked with someone on assignments a few times and have been working collaboratively a lot with my group for the semester project. I find this to be effective, as we have discussed before, everyone brings a different perspective and ideas to the table, helping everyone to better educate themselves.

2.8. feedback from Gerhard

I'll admit that I don't always read everything Gerhard comments on on my assignments but that is only because after we get them back, its just words on paper- meaning that he doesn't push us further to correct ourselves, he just give suggestions

3. What is the most important thing you have learned so far?

I would say that the most important thing that I have learned are the different ways to learn. I found that sibject area very interesting as well as other student's viewpoints on the subject.

4. is the workload adequate?

I think some of the assignments we are given are bit much on the reading side and wish that we could have more time on the independent research projects. It would be tough to assign the projects at the beginning of the semester, no having learned anything yet, but i think there is a way it can be done. For example, if they were assigned at the beginning of the year, we would be introduced to the topic and at the same time trying to develop a concept for the projects- i think this would be more effective because I feel that we don't have enough time to get everything we want to get done, done.  I think there is a lot we could do especially with out project but just don't have the time to do it.

5. shortcomings and possible suggestions for improvements? 


See above

6. self-assessment  — please let us know how well you think you have done in the course Think about this in terms of your performances in:

6.1. please give an honest answer about how much time and effort you  have put into your work so far (work hard  last-minute effort  minimum effort to get by)

I think this class involved a lot of outside the classroom work and feel that I have put a good effort in. I will admit that at times I have done the last minute effort thing and I know it's no excuse but its hard to be an athlete with CU and be a good student at the same time. However, I do feel that I have put forth a lot of effort with the independent research projects. I am really interested in our topic and have made a good effort in contributing to my group. 

6.2. participation (including class participation; attendance, ………..);

I have attended every class that I could, with the exception of being gone for competition and being injured. I think I am also a good participant, although at times its hard because I am the only one in the class that is not a CS major.

6.3. small assignments,

I have done the assignments although a few have been late.

6.4. your effort thus far in the independent research activities

I think all of us have put forth a lot of effort equally, although it has been difficult to pin point and narrow down exactly what we're trying to focus on. 

6.5. your effort thus far in the  project 

We have spent a lot of time as a group and individually. 

7. anything else you would like us to know? 

Questionnaire-Midterm
2
DLC Spring 2006


