Gary Knoll

HW 12 in a nut shell
Comments:

Position two and three were the only solutions chosen by the class with the majority of students picking option three.  The advantages and disadvantages are listed below.  Briefly those that chose option three wanted some sort of tool to help them learn the concepts in a more engaging manner.  Option two was picked with the main argument that fundamentals of math are very important.  Thus implying that option three would not help the students learn the basic math skill, or that it was not possible to do.
Position 1:
Cons

· Ignorance of technology.

· Students are not prepared to use technology in future aspects such as a job that allows calculators.

Position 2:

Pro 

· Students are forced to learn the fundamentals.  
· Mathematical concepts and theories are important to understand for background in other educational fields and for mathematics itself and must be understood without the use of a calculator. 

Con:

· Could be boring and students might become unmotivated.  

· Uses old technology.  
· Does not help students learn math.

· Potentially inefficient

· Students must learn without scaffolding help

Position 3:

Pro

· Math is not the most interesting subject to everyone this would make it more fun and therefore produce better results potentially.
· Allows students to become more engaged and will act as a helping hand in the scaffolding technique of teaching/learning.  
· Utensils are used all the time in other subjects for learning and math should be no different.  If this calculator would produce the same or better results that pencil and paper it should be used.

· Kei believes the abacus would be the best tool for the job and Lisa agrees it would help.

Con

· Students may not learn fundamentals.  

· Unrealistic

Position 4:

Con

· The new tool would not be helping people learn.  

· Students will not learning math but becoming more dependant on machines.
· Don’t believe it is possible to emancipate humans from ever having to perform mathematical calculations.

· Too much reliance on the distributed tool

· Demotes the importance of learning of basic concepts
· Does not address the problem at hand

