Gerhard Fischer and Hal Eden: “Design, Learning, and Collaboration” — Spring Semester 2005

Self-Assessment and Final Questionnaire

please return  **before ** Friday, April 29, 12:00pm  as Word Attachment via email 

(no possibility for late submissions)

Name:  ____________________________________

Remark: We will keep this information confidential — therefore we ask you to email this document to us rather than post it on the Swiki!

Form of Answer:

1. send answers as email to gerhard@cs.colorado.edu and haleden@cs.colorado.edu
2. send them as attached Word files

1. Self-Assessment

Remark: as defined in the original grading policy for the course, your grade based on your self-assessment will count 15% towards your overall grade for the course!

1. Self-Assessment of the major  assessment dimensions (please comment briefly on  your achievements in these different dimensions and assign a grade to each of them)
1.1. Participation in Class


(A)
I often asked questions and participated in class discussions.
1.2. Participation on Swiki

(A)

I used the swiki to post a personal class page, to record notes and to communicate with my project group in addition to posting the homeworks there.   I also read several of my classmates homeworks on a regular basis and at least a couple times discussed another person’s responses with them.  

1.3. Assignments

(C)

I read the required readings and wrote responses for most, but not all of them.  The readings and responses were time consuming, and I sometimes prioritized other things depending on the learning value I thought the reading had for me.  In general I think my readings of the articles was careful and my responses thoughtful.
1.4. Independent Research

(A)

The independent research was the most valuable part of the class for me and the part that consumed the most time.  I read 4 books and at least a dozen articles excluding required readings.  Several of the things I read were recommended by other members of the Learning group or by Gerhart, and being introduced to those authors was a thing about this class which I enjoyed.

1.5. Project 

(B)

I was pleased to be part of the STRONG team, but there were good and bad qualities to the project.  We were able to do more than I expected because we were such a large group because of the variety of expertise of our members.  On the other hand there were compromises to make and instances where I disagreed with the direction of our project.  For example, Nathan had particular goals and preferences for the assessment animations which I implemented which I completely disagreed with.
Overall Grade:

2. Using the criteria above (and others that you view as important), please develop an brief argument in which you identify and support the strengths and deficiencies on which you based your final grade.

(A-)

I’m based my final grade on effort in each of the areas above and learning overall.  Because of my time constraints this semester I sometimes prioritized other classes and projects, so in some cases (especially reading assignments) I think I put less effort than was possible or expected.  On the other hand there were also cases when I was particularty interested and motivated and put in much more effort than I think was expected or typical (especially independent research).  In terms of my own learning in this class and the class overall as a learning experienc, it’s an A+.
3. Based on your arguments in number 2 , please reflect briefly 

3.1. on how would you go about "reinforcing" those areas where you are doing well to improve further, and 

The independent research is the area that I learned most from, to reinforce that I would have chosen a project that I had more control over and was more closely alligned with my independent research.
3.2. how would you go about "redirecting" those areas in which you find your performance lacking.

The independent research is the area that I learned most from, to reinforce that I would have
4. Team Assessment: you have a maximum 100 points total to give to the other members to your team (not including yourself) — how would you give these points away (you do not have to give all points away)! Provide a brief justification for the assessment of your peers!  What did you peers say or do to cause you to award these points in this way?

Nathan – 25  spent more time than the rest of us
Dave – 20

Zack – 20

Jodi – 20

Nick – 15  missed a couple meetings

5. Evaluate the course as a learning experience by using some of the criteria above, or other criteria of importance to you.

Again, this class as a learning experience was an A+.  Of the classes I took this semester this was the one I was most interested and invested in and in which I often learned things that seemed memorable and applicable to other parts of my life and education.

2. Final Questionnaire

Class Structure

1. horizontal integration (trying to have students from different disciplines)

1.1. good idea (yes/no and why?)

yes.  There are more perspectives in class and more need/reason to explain /examine things which might otherwise be accepted as “obvious”
1.2. did it enrich the class discussions?

Yes.

1.3. did you personally learn something from other class participants which came from a different discipline?

Yes.  Particularly from Katie, who is very knowledgeable about education experts and theories of learning.

2. vertical integration (mixing graduate and undergraduate student) 

2.1. good idea (yes/no and why?)

Yes.  Graduate students in this class contributed a lot to class discussions.

2.2. did it enrich the class discussions?

Yes.
2.3. did it help with the Independent Research?

Yes.
2.4. did it help with the Project?

Yes.
2.5. did you personally learn something from students belonging to the other group (ie. ugrads from grads, grads from ugrads)

Yes, Katie, Phong, Jodi, and Nathan were all interesting to listen to.
Readings

1. which reading assignment(s) for you personally

1.1. was/were the most relevant  (why?)

Participating in a Community of Learners.  This article put into a context something which I had noticed in my own educatin but not given a great deal of thought to.

1.2. least relevant (why?)

With apologies I must say that the “Creativity” and “Meta-design” papers were not very relevant for me.  There were too many papers from authors in the L3D center and too much redundancy in those papers as a group (ie.  5 of them are not better than 3)
2. mention 3-5 major ideas that you remember from the readings

2.1. the 3 “self-replicating technologies” from the Bill Joy article
2.2. the distinction between consumer and designer.  meta-design as a means of enabling designers
2.3. complex systems can be more quickly/reliably constructed hierarchically from stable subsystems
2.4. technologies supporting collaboration can make use of symmetries of ignorance and bring tacit knowledge into the workspace
2.5. performance-based assessment is better suited to “participation in a community of learners” model of education, while grades reflect a one-sided model.  :-)
Small Assignments

1. have they been useful?

Yes, for the most part.
2. how could they further be improved?

There should be fewer of them, but more opportunity to respond to your comments, and read and respond to our classmates’ answers.
3. did they make a major contribution to turn the class sessions into “meetings among informed participants?”

In some cases definitely yes.  On other days it seemed that the class as a whole had not taken much from the reading.

4. what do you think of the idea of splitting the class into contributors and summarizers for an assignment?

I like it, but I think it could be even better.  What about requiring students to act as summarizers a number of times over the semester, but allowing us to choose the days?  That way we could put more thought and have more dialogue on the readings which are most interesting.
In Class Discussions

1. was it worthwhile attending class? did you feel you missed something not coming to class?

Yes.  Class was worthwhile and I definitely missed something on the days that I missed.  When I had a senior project meeting at the same time as our last guest speaker I was pissed! After reading his paper I was looking forward to it.)

2. did new ideas surface during the class meetings?

Sometimes.

3. would it be a worthwhile effort having one or two students (taking turns, so an individual student would only have to do it once a month) document/summarize the class discussion on the Swiki?

No, that doesn’t sound very useful.

4. ideas on how the class meetings could be further improved?

I wish there had been less lecture and more opportunity for discussion.
Independent Research 

remark: do not only give yes/no answers but provide some justifications for your answers!

1. was this an important class activity? 

Absolutely.  IR was an opportunity to pursue the topics I was interested in, most of my learning in this class came from this.

2. did you learn something by doing the independent research which you would not have learned otherwise?

Yes, of course.

3. was there some value added by doing the independent research activity as a collaborative project?

Yes, a little.  Our group meetings were a good opportunity to learn from other students.

4. analyze the trade-offs doing the independent research versus the instructor(s) giving another lecture about the same topic area

4.1.1. whether you learnt more or less from your own project

I learned much more (more topics and more depth) from my own project than I would have from another lecture.
4.1.2. whether you learnt more or less from hearing the other groups presentations and looking at their documentation in the Swiki

I thought the collaboration group’s research was very interesting.  It was definitely worthwhile reading their materials and seeing their presentation.

Project 

1. In what ways (if any) was this course project different from projects in other courses you have taken?

It was less guided, more design-heavy, and needed less implementation.

2. Has the Swiki changed the way that you work? why? how? 

In terms of working with groups, yes.  I like the swiki and I like the process it generates.  It’s nice having our group dialogue as well as everyone’s individual contributions be accessible, public, and recorded.

3. Recommendations how to improve the course projects?

Devote a class period or two to informal discussions of our projects in lieu of the first project presentations.

Social Creativity

1. please rate (major, minor, not at all) each of the following course activities on how they have contributed to social creativity?

1.1. in-class discussion

minor contribution
1.2. posting of assignments on the Swiki?

major contribution

1.3. collaborative independent research

minor contribution

1.4. collaborative projects?

major contribution

2. do you consider the attempt to promote social creativity 

2.1. in the class a worthwhile activity or would you have rather worked by yourself? 

Very much a worthwhile activity.
2.2. if you think it was worthwhile ( do you ideas on how to promote it further

Provide more time for class discussion, more requirements to read and respond to others’ postings on the swiki and in general suggest more ways of using the swiki for dialogue.
Interaction with Instructors and Peers

Considering the various interaction techniques 

1. in-class discussion

2. group meetings, 

3. Swiki 

4. email discussion

what was the most valuable way of interacting with your instructors/classmates? 

Group meetings were, because they gave us time to interact, because people prepared for them better, did work ahead of time to share, and because meetings were relatively organized/ goal driven.

What was the least valuable? Why?

In-class discussion.  The discussion we had was valuable.  There just wasn’t enough of it.
Use of the Class Website

Please respond on a 1 to 5 scale to the following statements (1 means Strongly Agree and 5 means Strongly Disagree)

	Statement
	Rating

	The Swiki was useful
	1

	The Swiki is easier to use than email for sharing information with the class
	3

	The Swiki is easier to use than newsgroups for sharing information with the class
	1

	I liked using the Swiki
	2

	I have my own page (or pages) in the Swiki
	1

	I was motivated in maintaining my own page (or pages) in the Swiki
	2

	My main reason for using the Swiki was to get information from my teacher
	3

	The Swiki helped me to perform class assignments
	1

	The Swiki helped me to learn
	2

	The Swiki was used in our group interactions
	1

	The Swiki was very helpful for our group interactions
	1

	I learned more from other students in the Swiki than the teacher in the Swiki
	3

	I would like to use the Swiki in other classes
	1

	Reading and updating the Swiki was a chore
	4


What are the best aspects of the Swiki?

The way it serves as an archive for the whole semester.

What are the worst aspects of the Swiki?

Formatting things correctly is sometimes a pain.
For which class tasks is the Swiki particularly well (or poorly) suited?

Class assignments and seeing classmates’s assignments.
Are there any ways that the Swiki can be improved?

I can’t think of one.
Beyond the End of the Course 

Remark: these events will take place in the future — therefore your remarks should document your current beliefs about these questions.

1. “I will come back to visit the Swiki after the class ends” — list some of the reasons you believe that 

1.1. this will be the case, or 

to review my own work
to find links to readings I want to refer back to.

1.2. argue why the Swiki will be of no use to you after the class ends

1.3. can you think of any situations (either through additional features or by changing practices) under which the Swiki might become useful to you in the future.

If swikis were more widely used and more of my college work was already online in this way I think the cumulative benefit would be even greater.

2. I will add more information to the Swiki in the future; for example:

2.1. more information that I will learn and that will be relevant to the information content of the Swiki

I will add to the swiki for this class only if I further develop work that I started there, for example if I have time to implement my game design this summer, I will post it to the swiki.
2.2. an updated email address so peers and instructor can contact me 

the address which is there now will be good indefinitely.
3. Do you  believe that the Swiki of this class could be of interest to other students?

3.1 should future classes build on the current Swiki, and if so, how?

Not really.  I looked at the previous class’s swiki only once.

3.2 should future classes begin a new Swiki from scratch?

Yes.  It would be confusing otherwise.
3.3 should a new technology be used, and if so, what should happen to existing information?

If there’s a better technology, use it.  Please keep the existing information available as it is.
4. the current version of the Swiki could be made useful with the following modifications

4.1. wysiwyg editor
4.2. a university culture geared towards using swikis
5. I will continue to interact with some of my peers (definitely / yes /maybe / no + why) 

Definitely, I will continue to talk to Nathan about a portion of the project that is still being developed.
6. The experience of this class will influence my further course selection (definitely / yes /maybe / no + why ) 

No.  I will not be selecting further courses for a while.  I am graduating.

7. The experience of this class will influence my career plans and/or the way I work in the future  (definitely / yes /maybe / no + why ) 

Yes.  The course readings, my independent research, and the design of the course itself all were informative with regard to teaching.  If I do end up in that profession, as I hope to, then I’m sure that I will continue to think about the participating in a community of learners model and to use tools like the swiki.
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